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Preface
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad”
(Psalms 126:3)
Our beloved His Holiness Pope Shenouda III advises us to
document the history of our church so that me can witness
our Lord’s work in our ministry. For this reason I am writing
this booklet to commemorate the Tenth anniversary of the
establishment of St. Mary and St. Mark Coptic Orthodox church,
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, thanking our Lord for His support and for
His love, as it is written in the book of Joshua, 1:5,
“I will be with you. I will not leave you, nor forsake you”.
Also, we express our appreciation to Rev. Fr. Antony Ramzy,
and to Mrs. Maria Rene Ortiz for this cooperation and their
effort and to the printing company for their help in printing this
booklet. We pray that the Lord may reward them all through
the intercession of our Holy Lady St. Mary and St. Mark and
also, with the prayers of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III.

Bishop Youssef, Bishop of Bolivia
Nativity Fasting 2010

Dedication
I present this book to His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, pope of
Alexandria and the see of St. Mark who, as the good shepherd,
looks after his flock tirelessly all over the globe. His love for the
people gives him the power to travel to improve the theological
schools, consecrate new churches, ordain priests and bishops,
write books, and preach the Coptic orthodox faith through his
sermons. Through his guidance and great service, the Coptic
Orthodox Church spread throughout the entire globe.
Finally, I feel honored that his Holiness Pope Shenouda III
ordained me a priest and then a bishop

Your son

Youssef, Bishop of Bolivia

Word of Appreciation

His Grace Bishop Youssef, Bishop of Bolivia and its
Districts

We thank our Lord for this ministry, which I am not worthy
of. With His grace I will work tirelessly. I would like to stress
that without our Lord’s support, we could not have achieved
any of what we see, hear, or read about this service. We thank
His Holiness pope Shenouda III during his years as a pope,
evangelism spread to many places, and who looks after his
children no matter how small their number is or where they
are. We also thank His Grace Anba Aghathon, Bishop of Brazil
and its districts for initiating this service, looking after it, and
for his nomination for me to take care of it. Also, we thank
our beloved very Rev. Michael Edward for his love, support,
and help to this ministry since its inception. Also, thanks to all
those all over the world, bishops, priests, and laymen for their
support. And our deep appreciation to our fathers, Fr. Hedra
Anba Paula, Fr. Antony Ramzy, and Fr. Rowais Anba Paula who
recently joined our ministry; and to the dedicated deacon Riad
Ibrahim. I also, thank all the Bolivian people for their love,
support, and help. May our Lord reward them all through the
intercession of the Mother of God, St. Mary, and St. Mark and
with the prayers of our father, teacher, and leader His Holiness
Pope Shenouda III.

His up bringing:
Born to a Coptic Orthodox family as Hesham Mossad
FaragAlla, in Ismaellia, Egypt on March 7, 1967. Upon
completing high school joined university of Suez Canal. In
1988, got his Bachelor’s degree in science and learning, and
worked for 6 years as a mathematics teacher in the school of
languages in Ismaellia.
His Life in the Monastery:
On September 23, 1994 joined the Monastery of Anba
Paula* after visiting the monastery for many years. Through the
guidance of the Very Rev. Fr. Maximous Anba Paula, who was
convinced of Hesam’s sincere determination to leave everything
to become a monk, Hesham was given the name “Joseph” by Hi
Grace Late Anba Aghathon. And on August 22, 1995 was given
the name “Youssef of Anba Paula”
During his 5 years in the Monastery, he worked in many areas
such as preparing the Holy Bread, in charge of the guests house,
residency of the Bishops, residency of the women visitors,
conducting tour guides, and also, responsible for the water well
which is very essential in making sure that water pumped form
the well reaches everywhere in the monastery. He also, and
personally initiated, the audio/video center.

*
Monastery of Anba Puala is located by the Red Sea, and
was built in the fourth century by the disciples of St. Antony
the great in the eastern desert 226 kilometers away from Cairo.
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His Ordination as a priest:
On October 3, 2000, and during a Liturgy, which was held
at the Papal Center in Cairo to promote a member of the clergy,
Youssef Anba Paula the monk was ordained a priest.
During the ceremony, H.H. asked where is the monk to be
sent to Bolivia? Youssef Anba Paula said “I ‘m the one”. Then
H. H. referred to the Bible from St. John chapter 15:16 “You did
not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain”
and he continued saying “sometimes we ordain a priest for
a congregation, and sometimes we ordain a priest so he will
become a congregation as St. Mark was. God be with you; you
need to learn their language to be able to lead them and guide
them.

When someone mentioned that the Coptic Orthodox Church
has spread all over the world, H.H. said “Not yet”, not in South
America. That is why Fr. Aghthoon Anba Paula was sent to
Brazil (he is now Bishop Aghathoon, Bishop of Brazil and its
districts) to start the ministry in South America.
During one of his visits to Cairo, Fr. Aghathoon met a family
with relatives living in Bolivia. Upon his return he contacted
this family in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, visited them in 1997. Since
then, he kept on visiting them every 3 months; serving through
liturgies and baptismal. This highlighted the need for a resident
priest to establish a church in Bolivia.
Upon presenting this idea to H.H., Fr. Youssef Anba Paula was
chosen from 2 names presented by Fr. Aghathoon Anba Paula.

I felt sad about leaving the monastery, and the monastic life
I chose through God’s call to me. But one monk reminded me
of St. Franses the Essezian’s words “The Monastery lives within
the monk not the other way around”. I wished to live and die
inside the monastery, but let it be His will.

I could not imagine leaving the monastery to serve anywhere
else within Egypt or Europe, which were offered to me. But again
this is God’s will. One day I was informed that H. H. chose me
to serve in Bolivia, and that I must go to Cairo to learn Spanish
(the official language spoken in Bolivia). My spiritual advisor
supported this plan. I used to go to Cairo 3 days, spending the
rest of time in the monastery, where Fr. Saweeris Anba Paula who
knew Spanish helped me with the language. In Cairo Fr. Misaeel
Anba Paula gave a room to stay during my study days. I did not
complete the entire course. I was sent to Bolivia regardless.
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Before going to Bolivia:

arranged for me by Fr Aghathoun Anba Paula and Fr. Michael
Edward representing H.H. in South America.

I was told that one Egyptian family living in Bolivia has
retuned to Egypt, and the second family went to the USA,
and an elderly couple passed away, leaving only 3 Egyptian
families, only one of them is Coptic Orthodox, a man named
Engineer Azmy Abdou, agricultural Engineer who traveled to
Bolivia almost 20 years age. He was the only Coptic Orthodox
member of his family in Bolivia, and one family of the Jehovah’s
Witness faith and another Protestant family.
I was saddened but I left going to Bolivia carrying with me
the faith, not knowing what will happen for this service without
families to serve, or knowing the language.
Traveling to Bolivia:
As I was thinking about my new mission in Bolivia I
remembered what happened to St. Paul during one of his visions
when the Lord said to him “Do not be afraid but speak, and do
not keep silent. For I am with you, and no one will attack you
to hurt you, for I have many people in this city (Ac. 18:9-10). I
was thinking about the language, people, culture, I do not know
anybody. This was my first time outside Egypt. But I had faith
that the Lord will stand by me all the way. We made a transit
stop by Rome, but due to a cancellation we had to spend a day
in Rome. So I checked into a hotel, took a bus to the center of
Rome, from where I took a subway towards the Vatican. In the
subway I met a Catholic priest, who served in Alexandria and
spoke Arabic, who guided me to the Vatican. At the end of the
day I almost missed the last bus going back to Rome, and barely
made it to the airport to catch my plane going to Bolivia.

The following day I looked for school to continue learning
Spanish, joined one school and was not satisfied. So I met
a Spanish professor, who in two month taught me very well
that I was very confident speaking to people in the streets who
were very amazed about my black clothes and my beard. They
inquired about who I was, where I came from, why I came to
Santa Cruz, and what religion I believed in. I realized how
friendly and how social they were.
I began teaching children Coptic hymns. My house was open
24 hours a day. I bought a table and started a weekly liturgy
in the house within Mr. Azmy’s help. But because we used
Arabic and Coptic, the attendance was small. We celebrated
Christmas Liturgy.

Arriving in Bolivia, not knowing anybody, some one
approached me, introducing himself as Mr. Azmy, who took
me in his car. It was November 23, a humid day, we went to
a house in the northern part of town to a residency, which was
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People began asking me about Baptism. I taught them the
church’s Seven Sacraments, and began performing Baptism,
Holy Matrimony and Communion for children, and then we
began performing Matrimonial ceremonies. I then began
visiting people in their homes to bless the household.

When Fr. Michael and Anba Aghathoun Anba Paula stayed
with us fro three days, we celebrated the Liturgy and also
baptizing children and adults.
In March, when Catholic Archbishop Julio Terrazas arrived
to Bolivia where he was assigned, I met him at the airport
introduced myself to him, offering him a present congratulating
him on his ordination.
I began to use a portion of the Liturgy, which Anba Aghathoun
Anba Paula sent me translated from Portuguese to Spanish. Six
months later Fr. Michael sent me the entire Liturgy in Spanish,
which was translated by a group of Copts living in France, so I
began to even teach the children church hymns in Spanish.
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The ministry given so much that the house became too small
for the service. Then I remembered what Fr. Michael had told
me that one day I will have to build a church we expanded the
service, ordaining Deacons, Sunday School classes, Liturgies
twice a week. The people made me feel very comfortable,
showing me their need for our church’s service. I was also,
assisted by a Lebanese friend, Mr. Ghasan Shallala.
I also, met other families, Ortiz Moreno and Roca Ortiz, a
Syrian family living in Argentine, Dr. Edwardo Abud and his
wife. Also, I met Mr. Miguel Sabha, Chilean from the Coptic
Orthodox church in Palestine, who helped me greatly. We also
prepared food after the Liturgy. As the ministry grew so much
that with the help of Mr. Humberto Roca (now deceased) and
Mrs. Maria Elena Roca and the Prieto Lera family we purchased
a piece of land in the 7mo Anillo area.
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Land Purchase:

In year 2002, we purchased a piece of land 1200 square
meter in the 7 mo Anillo section from Mr. Rodrigo Vargas (an
Architect) and his wife Mrs. Carmen. They reduced the price
when they knew of our plans to build a church on this land.
They even joined our church. There was a small building with a
bathroom, and a carpenter shop on this land. We converted the
carpenter shop to a church, and used the small office building
as my residence.

From there and through people, media, newspapers, T.V.
station which broadcasted interviews with me showing their
17

special interest in our church, its history, and monastic life.
And with the help of Mrs. Maria Rene and her love for children
we started many other services like theatre, cultural art, sports
activities, English language classes, hymns, songs, and arts and
crafts. Also, I was introduced to Mr. Jancrist, a lawyer, and a
college professor from Africa who helped issuing a book about
the Coptic Orthodox church, and the Basilian Liturgy book.
When Fr. Michael and Anba Aghathoun visited me they were
very pleased with the growth of our church. But we had a
problem with leaking roof when it rained, but within the help of
everyone, especially Mr. Felix we were able to barely manage.

With the Lord’s help and H.H. Pope Shenouda’s support in
year 2003 we purchased another piece of land 360 sq. meter.
In year 2004 we purchased baking equipment and we started
the actual production.

Establishment of the new church in year 2004.

We designed the church on the Coptic style with the help of a
young engineer and we held the first liturgy Christmas evening,
January 6, 2005.
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During year 2005, we build a parish hall for celebrations,
and a 3-bedroom apartment planned to be medical clinic, but
it became housing for the Fathers. We also, built a secretarial
office, bathrooms, bookstore, kitchen and office, and children
garden, all designed by Mr. Johnny Valdes, an engineer.

Also, in year 2005 we purchased all carpentry equipment for
the shop and rented a piece of land next to the church.

We also, built the Iconostases, pews, altar and seats for the
Bishop through a Bolivian architect and with Bolivian labor, all
from wood.
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On February 12, 2006 H.H. Pope Shenouda III arrived,
accompanied by 12 Bishops, Priests and Deacons. The pope
was met at the airport by Monsignor Tarasios, Head of the Greek
Orthodox church in Latin America, and the Mayor of Santa Cruz
(which means the Holy Cross) Mr. Ruben Costas and members
of his administration. There was a great celebration for H.H. the
Pope at the executive lounge of the airport, during which they
presented the pope with the key to the city.

Also, sister Sawsan, the Coptic Artist came from Egypt to
draw all the Icons. She is truly a humble person who worked
tirelessly for a month to finish on time. All Bolivians loved her
for her kind personality. May our Lord bless her, and reward her
for her labor with us.
Consecration of the St. Mary and St. Mark Cathedral:
Upon hearing about H.H. Pope Shenouda III planned
visit to Bolivia, we were all excited, began all the necessary
preparations. Mr. Julio Nemer worked tirelessly to prepare
brochures, booklets, visit schedule and meetings; and also
media coverage.
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Mr. Rene Soria Galvarro, the Ambassador representing the
foreign ministry, performed the formal welcoming ceremony
for H.H. the Pope, attended by the Vatican Ambassador, the
Egyptian Ambassador and many officials, with a big crowd of
Bishop, Priests, members of the media, and a great number of
cheering crowd.

On February 13, 2006 H.H. Consecrated St. Mary and St.
Mark Church in Santa Cruz Bolivia, with a huge liturgy prayed
with many languages.

Thanks to the Bolivian police, all H.H. moves were very well
controlled, traveling to Los Tajibos Hotel to rest, followed by a
formal reception for H.H. the Pope and the Dignitaries, which
was held in the executive guest ballroom of the hotel. The
reception included many speeches touching on H.H. support
and prayers for the ministry. When it came my turn to give
my speech I basically emphasized that the Coptic Orthodox
Church in Bolivia did not start five years ago, but it did upon
H.H. visit to Bolivia.
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H.H. in person gave out gifts to all attending, which was a
touching act for our beloved father and leader. Also, a young
girl gave the Pope a painting of him that she did herself.
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Later, the Catholic Bishop, Cardinal Julio Terrazas along with
Catholic priests had a welcoming celebration for H.H. the Pope.
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In the evening of the same day, a party honoring H.H. was
held at the church, which included a 45 member orchestra of
the youth entertained the audience which greatly pleased the
pope who told them about the history of music in the Bible.
Also, the Pope answered questions from the people with instant
translation. The following day H.H. departed from Bolivia
leaving a message of peace, love, and unity. Up until this day
the media still talks about this historic visit.
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Ordination of Fr. Youssef Anba Paula as a Bishop:

Arrival to Bolivia as a Bishop:
In July 2006, I arrived to Bolivia accompanied by H.G. Bishop
Abraam. A great welcoming party in the executive lounge at
the airport was held with media and T.V. coverage to announce
and celebrate the arrival of the first Coptic Orthodox Bishop to
Bolivia. Part of the celebration was a song written and played
by Dr. Jaime Ortiz. Children danced and sang, carrying flowers.
This celebration made me realized the big responsibility toward
serving this church and the community.

In May 2006, during my visit to Egypt to spend same time in
the monastery (after Easter), H.G. Bishop Youannas, the Pope’s
Secretary, informed me of the Pope’s decision to ordain me a
Bishop for Bolivia. The ordination was scheduled to take place
on the Feast of the Pentecost.

St Mark group for translation:
This organization in Egypt is helping us to translate many
things into Spanish such as hymns, Sunday school topics,
some books about St. Mary, and John the Baptist which Pope
wrote, the church dogma, prayers of the lent, the Holy week,
the prayers book (Aghbia), the Liturgy book, the vespers
prayers, a book about “The Comparable Divinity” and “A word
of benefit”. May our Lord reward them for this effort.
On June 11, 2006 my ordination was completed along with
H.G. Bishop Aghathoun, a Bishop for Brazil and H.G. Bishop
Mina, Bishop for St. Gorge’s Monastery in Khatatba.
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Arrival of Mr. Milad Ramzy:
On April 19, 2008, I chose Mr. Milad Ramzy to be a Deacon.
He stayed in Santa Cruz for a year and a half as a Deacon. On
November 16, 1009, with the Pope’s permission I ordained him
as a priest in Bolivia under Fr. Antony Ramzy. The ordination
took place in the church of the Angel El Bahary where Mr.
Ramzy was very active in Sunday school, Deacons classes for
Hymns, also in Spanish translation.

Arrival of Fr. Hedra Anba Paula:

Arrival of Mr. Riad Ibrahim:

On June 23, 2007 I chose Fr. Hedra Anba Paula to serve
with me in Bolivia since I participated in his ordination as a
priest along with H.G. Bishop Daniel, Bishop and head of Anba
Paula Monastery. Fr. Hedra is a very humble man, loved by
everyone. He takes care of many administrative tasks along
with priesthood service.
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On March 8, 2020 Mr. Riad Ibrahim came to serve as a
dedicated (fulltime) deacon, who was nominated by the Anba
Roawis’s church in Abassia for his service, dedication and love
to his church. He quickly learnt Spanish and greatly helped
with the youth and children.
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Arrival of Fr. Rowais Anba Paula:

In 2007 Fr. Moritious and his daughter Mary from L.A. visited
us accompanied by a group of the youth. Mary went back to the
US with some thoughts about projects to help the community
in Bolivia. She came back the following year with a very vital
project to provide “water filters” which were distributed and
given to many villages which lacked clean water, problem that
used to cause daily deaths to children.

On December 10, 2010 Fr. Rowais Anba Paula arrived to
help with the rapidly growing service, who has a very sociable
personality. He spent 4 months in Bolivia before returning to
his monastery.
Visits from other Countries:

During June, 2007 youth groups from Boston, USA with Fr.
John Gobran visited us. They helped in the youth and children
services. They are credited with the establishment of El Karma
Building for church services.
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Also, in 2008 a medical group from USA came to help us
even before we opened the medical service building.

In 2009, Fr. Amonious El Komous Semaan from Canada, came
to visit us with a youth group and some families. They all took
Spanish courses before their arrival. They were very touched
by the service in Bolivia. All returned back to Canada (Toronto)
promising to continue serving Bolivia while in Canada.

Also, H.G. Bishop Youssef, Bishop of Southern US in Florida
came to visit us accompanied by a group of friends. They
enjoyed their visit, returned back with a message “we came to
teach you, but returned back learning many things from you”.
We hope to see them all again.

In 2010, Dady Raef who deserved this title Daddy due to his
great love, came to visit us, and launched a great marathon run
for all St. Cruz residents. He promised to visit again this year.

We also, mention Shady from Canada who spent one year
with us, and Andrew for 4 months, Sarah Michael, Karey, and
others from Australia, England, USA, and Canada who come to
help and share their love with us. Also, in 2010 a group from
Montreal came, loved the service, and were loved by everyone.
Most wished to stay longer, and serve in the Medical Center.
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Construction and buildings:
In 2008, we purchased a piece of land next to the church,
360 square meters. We plan to build on it a large guest house
for our visitors.

Also, a group of servants from Boston, USA came to help
serving with us. They built El Karma building, and with their
help we completed the “San Jorge” computer center; and “Sam
Marcos” library, two Sunday School classrooms, Anba Paula
church, and Bishop’s office (under construction).
El karma Building:

The same year we built two housings units for the monks.
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San Marcos Library
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San Jorge Computer Center

Two Sunday School Classrooms:

Anba Paula Church

In 2009, we started renovation of the baking room, and
building a top floor containing an apartment, a guest area and
social services office. The bottom floor containing storage area,
and a large guest quarters.

By the end of 2009, we purchased another piece of land, 200
sq. meter in front of the church.
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In the meantime we renovated the house next to the church,
converting it to be H.H. Pope III’s Coptic Orthodox Medical
Center, which was opened on March 7, 2010.

We also purchased a house 360 sq. meter.

During the same year we purchased the house where Fr.
Aghasoun used to hold Liturgies over many years. Its size is
400 sq. meter, and we converted it into a nursery school; we
named it “Anba Abraam”, which was opened on Feb. 13, 2011.

Towards the end of 2010 we put the cornerstone for a nursery
school (for Languages) in the neighborhood of El Remanso,
where Fr. Michael and Fr. Aghasoun Anba Paula purchased a
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piece of land 11 years ago. The thought then was to use it to
build a church, but it did not work since the neighborhood was
of the high class level of society with fenced houses. Therefore,
we started building the nursery school on a 600 sq. meter
portion of a 1017 sq meter piece of land, leaving almost 400
sq. meter, presently used as a children garden. Renovation of
the building to bee a nursery school is ongoing.

Activities and Services:
Children who started with me 10 years ago are now youth,
helping out in many activities, they are Sunday School servants.
We hold liturgies 3 days a week in Santa Cruz, and twice a
month in the village of Paquio, an hour and half driving away
from Santa Cruz.
Other services are: Sunday School classes, bible study,
youth fellowship meetings, English language classes for all
ages, computer courses, monthly birthday parties, cultural arts
and reflecting the culture of Bolivia, trips for all ages, retreats,
Sunday School servants prep. Classes, arts and crafts classes,
sports classes, workshop for all trades, theatrical and shows
activities, and choir. We are also, working on a youth exchange
program with USA and Canada (See attached pictures album).
Other projects:
•

We also, are building Arch Angel Michael church in the village
of Paquio about an hour and a half driving form San Cruz.

We purchased a big land 21,000 sq. meter partially paid
for it. We plan to build a Coptic Center including a church,
housing for the poor, retreat house, playground, day care
center, orphanage home.

PICTURE #54
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small projects for unmarried mothers and widows.
Projects focusing on educational needs for children
Medical care.
Guest housing
Social services project
Build and equip a medical lab for the medical center
Provide nursery school for language learning
We are in the process of buying a piece of land next to the
church, 800 sq. meter to build an elementary school

Pictures Album:

Sunday school class

Birthday party for children birthday

Spiritual retreat for the youth
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Church choir

Computer center for children

English class for the youth

Children singing

Midnight vespers (Saturday of Light)

Meeting with other churches
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A visit to a family

Spiritual day for children

Meeting with Counselors of same European and Latin
American countries

Children Choir
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Theatre group

Arts and crafts for women’s group

Medical seminar for the youth

Spiritual retreat at church

Spiritual meeting for the congregation of the village of
Paquio

Sunday school class for Paquio children
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Christmas liturgy

Group picture for the people of Paquio

Sunday school children on Christmas day

Picture during Christmas Liturgy

Dental clinic in the medical center

Receshan, the medical center
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Youth for US and Canada constructing roofs for houses

Building a bathroom

Youth from Boston with Fr. John and Fr. Angelos
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Los Angelos yourth with Fr. Moritious, December 2008

Some young doctors from USA, December 2008

Families and youth from Canada with Fr. Amonious
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H.G. Bishop Youssef, Bishop of Southern US with a group
from Florida July 2010

Families and youth from Canada December 2010

July 2008 Baptism during Fr. John and Fr. Angelos’ visit (Boston)
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Baptism, December 2008 during Mr. Moritous’ visit (Los Angelos)

Baptism, December 2009 during Fr. Amonious’ visit (Canada)

Baptism of people from the village of Bakdio
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Baptism during the visit of H.G. Bishop Youssef, Bishop of
Southern US, July 2010

Baptism during the visit of H.G. Bishop Youssef, Bishop of
Southern US, July 2010

Baptism, January 2011 during Canada youth visit.
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Anba Abraam’s day care center

Outside view of the Cathedral

Entrance view of the Cathedral
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Outside view of the Cathedral

Interior view of the church

Baptism room
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