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OBSTACLES IN PREACHING TO THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

E-mailed to the group by Br. Antonios 
1) Physical limitations: 
 “Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour” (verse 6).  “Give Me a drink” (verse 7).  “For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food” (verse 8).  So this gets somewhat confusing because just two weeks ago we read that Satan tempted our Lord on the mountain and the reply was, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  We have to first understand that our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is fully human and fully Divine without separation, but also without mingling, confusion, or alteration, did become tired from the journey and did eat and drink as many passages from the Bible show us.  However, this did not get in the way of Him speaking with and preaching to the Samaritan woman.  
In fact, He overcame these physical limitations for the sake of her salvation, not thinking about His own physical needs, but rather her salvation.  He belong the Lord of all, the Word of God, knows all things and that going to this well while his disciples were away buying food, He would be able to interact with this woman and give her much more than she could have expected.  This is why He says towards the end of this passage that:  “In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, Rabbi, eat. But He said to them, I have food to eat of which you do not know.  Therefore the disciples said to one another, has anyone brought Him anything to eat?  Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work” (verses 31-34).


How many times do we allow our own flesh and physical limitations get in the way of not just serving other people and seeking their salvation, but seeking our own?  We get tired, don’t pray, don’t fast, don’t read in our Bible after a long day at work, don’t get up early to go to Church in the morning, set other priorities thinking that they are more important than God, etc., etc…  Beyond this, maybe we should be asking about someone or visiting someone ill or in need or going on a trip to care for someone or asking about one of our Sunday School children, etc., and then we get tired or lazy or come up with other obstacles.  We should remember not only this story, but also how the Blessed Virgin Mary when she was told by the angel that Elizabeth was now pregnant for six months, went immediately to serve her not thinking at all that she was now the mother of the Son of God, the Savior of the entire world over all generations.  We should also keep these stories in mind and memorize the verse from Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

2) Cultural limitations: 


a)  He was speaking with a woman.  His disciples were surprised at this.  In many cultures until today, a man speaking with a woman alone is taboo, especially during those times.  Not to say that in most circumstances this isn’t warranted for known reasons, but in this case she came to draw water where He was sitting and all He said was, “Give Me a drink” since He was traveling.


b)  Not only was He speaking with a woman, He was speaking with a Samaritan woman.  Even the woman herself was surprised.  To the Jews, the Samaritans were the worst of the worst.  This is clear from John 8:48 when the Jews say to our Lord Jesus Christ, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?”  In order to understand this deep enmity between Jews and Samaritans, we must first know who the Samaritans were.  This is explained in 2Kings 17.  After King Solomon, during the reign of his son, King Rehoboam, the kingdom was divided into the Northern Kingdom of Israel with 10 of the tribes, and the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  The Northern Kingdom from that time continued to worship idols and in 723-2 B.C., Shalmaneser, king of Assyria (the great kingdom at that time), conquered the Northern Kingdom and took many people away captive.  Later on, in 670 B.C., Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, took the Israelites out of the land spreading them throughout the Assyrian empire, and transplanted into that land peoples from various cities and peoples that they had already conquered.  Those peoples did not worship the one and true God, but rather all of their gods.  So lions were sent by God who had killed some of them.  So they knew that they had to learn about the God of that land (an idea that the god of a particular people was associated with a particular place without going into details) they brought a priest that was taken away captive to live there and teach them the rituals of the God of Israel.  But they continued to worship their own gods.  Thus were the Samaritans.  They are not Jews but a mix of different peoples that worshipped pagan gods.  The history continues with them harassing the Jews when they came back from exile and wanted to rebuild the temple.  They ended up building their own temple on Mt. Gerizim which they considered their own holy mountain instead of where Jerusalem was at the time of Alexander the great in 322 B.C.  They only accepted the Torah with some variation excluding all of the other Holy Scriptures.  They were involved in persecuting the Jews at the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, etc…  i.e.  there was much hatred between the two groups.  This story teaches us  why our Lord said that as Christians we are supposed to:  “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” – the exact opposite of what society tells us.  

3) Obstacle of sin:  When our Lord Jesus Christ began speaking with her about the living water, meaning the Holy Spirit as clear from John 7:38-39, she wanted it.  She did not really understand what He was speaking about, but she just wanted to not have to go through the trouble of going to the well to get water.  But our Lord takes her to another level when he asks her to go get her husband.  This next part of their conversation shows us that for her to receive that living water, the Holy Spirit, certain things must happen first.  It isn’t that simple.  There must first be repentance and turning away from this world for that which is greater, our life with God.  Do you want that water?  You must first put away your sins.  “For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial?” (2Cor. 6:14-15).  Truly, no one can serve two masters.  If you want that water, you have to do something – go call your husband.  
4) Religious and theological obstacles:  The woman says, “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” Our Lord Jesus Christ then takes away the issue of this mountain or that mountain because it is not an issue of which mountain, but rather He is the issue.  It is not a matter of where, but Who is worshipped and how He is worshipped.  This does not exclude the importance of taking care of the place as sacred and awesome, but it should not be an obstacle. “Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  This is not a compromise, but rather coming understanding what the real truth is.  When we speak about theology and understanding Who God is and what is necessary for our relationship with Him and our salvation, there is no compromise, only the truth.  He tries to erase her false impressions of what the proper worship is by teaching her what is right in love and understanding, not as a judge.  He ends up giving her a lesson in theology and spirituality.
