An Amazing Story of Evangelism, the Missionary Wok of Stendal in Columbia 

In 1964, Stendal's father relocated the family from Minnesota to take part in translating the Bible into Kogi, the mother tongue of an important pre-Columbian tribe. His father was a pilot and taught him to fly. Stendal was troubled by the difficult lives of the campesinos. He offered to purchase locally caught fish and fly them to urban markets to fetch a better price.

But on August 14, 1983, one of his well-intentioned trips to meet with local fishermen turned sour. FARC rebels kidnapped him and demanded a ransom.

Stendal lived alongside FARC guerrillas for five months of captivity, much of the time with a rope tied in a slipknot around his neck. He had time to reflect on why the poor were drawn to the unfulfilled promises of FARC ideology. When campesinos join the armed guerrillas, the leaders control them with fear. Dissent is not tolerated. The disobedient and would-be deserters are executed.

Yet Stendal shared the gospel with his captors and wrote out by hand in Spanish his life story. He was amazed when FARC commanders permitted his writing to circulate throughout the camp. His story was later translated into English and published in the mid-1980s under the title Rescue the Captors.

Guerrillas and their leaders began approaching Stendal with questions about life and faith. Some started expressing doubts about the violent, godless ideology they were devoted to.

So moved was Stendal by his experience that one day, he says, "I told God that I was willing to do whatever he saw fit, that he could do anything he wanted with me, and that I would trust him completely."

Stendal believes his prayer was answered when an anonymous donor paid his $55,000 ransom. After release, he left with his wife and daughter for the U.S., but later returned to Colombia, ignoring warnings from the American embassy never to return. He began to pursue a new calling: bringing the love of Christ into the center of the conflict.

New Horizons: 

Stendal has his eye on expanding outreach into Colombia's border areas and across the border into neighboring Venezuela and Ecuador.

Late in 2009, local leaders in Curillo, a town in southwest Colombia about 100 miles from the Ecuador border, invited Stendal to help lead a convention where evangelism, reconciliation, and peacemaking were on the agenda.
Curillo is a remote area where armed groups forced out Western missionaries more than two decades ago. Campesinos from miles away came to take part in the convention. Organizers had the police, the Army, and the mayor's full cooperation. The guerrillas were open and curious; they eagerly took books, Bibles, and Galcom radios.

Stendal said Colombians have an intense hunger for spiritual things and are looking for a new course. "A large number of people are becoming on fire for God. This is happening in seemingly strange and unlikely places like prisons, guerrilla camps, and in remote, dangerous areas," Stendal told CT. "Only God can start a real movement. We are led by the Spirit and place the Bibles, literature, radio broadcasts, and events according to the will of God. All these things can really fan the flames."

The following developments provide firm evidence that Colombia's Protestants are expanding their influence:

• Christian engineers, responding to a personal request from President Uribe, have installed a powerful radio antenna on an ancient volcano in the center of the nation for government use. It will also be used for gospel-proclaiming broadcasts.

• A pastor support program has launched to address the needs of leaders in high-risk areas.

As for himself, Stendal has his eyes fixed on a new cross-border ministry goal: one million Bibles for Venezuela to match the one million new assault rifles coming into the nation. He committed this vision to prayer after Hugo Chavez, Venezuela's terrorist-supporting president, revealed that his government was contracting with Russia for one million assault rifles for a million-man volunteer army.

Protestant leaders, including retired military officers, have stepped forward to work with Stendal on outreach and Bible distribution. Canadian supporters have donated another airplane for the new effort.

As he headed to meetings in Nashville, where he hoped to capture the imagination of American evangelicals for his new ventures, Stendal told CT, "Together with the team of over 100 coworkers that the Lord has placed around me, we feel that the words of Hudson Taylor still apply to us and to our situation: When God's work is done God's way, it will never lack divine providence."

To read the full story, please see the following link:

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/april/24.17.html?start=1
