
 Ministry of Worship
Introduction:
The word worship, linguistically, means submission to God, obeying Him and serving Him. Accordingly,  worship includes all of the rituals and the behaviors that accompany His service. In worship man constitutes a relationship with God in which he expresses practically his feelings and empathy towards Him. Studying the Bible reveals the steps God took to teach man how to worship, taking him along in a journey in an attempt to bring him back to His Company.
From Adam and up to Israel’s slavery in the land of Egypt, there was no formal way of worshipping. People followed what they were taught and what was passed on to them from their forefathers. In the garden of Eden God taught Adam, after he and Eve sinned in the garden, that nothing else can cover sin except blood, and He showed them the animal sacrifice offering and  covered their nakedness with the animal skin.  Thus, man learned that he would obtain God’s forgiveness through the animal sacrifice and that through it he could show his submission and gratefulness to Him. That is why when Cain offered from the fruits of the earth, his offering was rejected for it was not according to God’s teachings. 

Consequently, oral tradition played a vital role in preserving what God taught man in the garden and He held man accountable for that tradition and did punish those who strayed from it. Moreover, studying this era reveals that offerings were made as merely a one way communication from man to God in an effort to submit to God’s will and to ask for his blessings, mercy and forgiveness
. The relationship between man and God changed after the fall and became more of a slave to his master. However, that was about to change, because  God’s intention of creating man is to have him always with Him enjoying His presence.
Looking at the word “worship”, we find that it was first mentioned in the offering of Isaac. God ordered Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a testimony of his love and as a sign of his total surrender to His will. And in obeying God’s commandment, Abraham rose early with his son and went to worship the Lord; “And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you
." It is important to note that this worship was an individual service offered by Abraham, as a sign of submission, on behalf of only himself, similar in nature to the ones used to be offered by his fathers. The difference here is the Scripture clearly mentions that the worship was a result of God’s commandment to Abraham. It was God who induced Abraham to worship Him and to offer a sacrifice that was a foreshadow of His own sacrifice on the cross. It is in this incident that God began calling man into His fellowship by associating the worship with the offering of the dearest and the most beloved  to the worshipper’s heart, as He Himself would do thousands of years later. 
Communal Worship:

Then came Moses and the Law, through which God instructed His people on the exact way of  worshipping and handed them down the sacrificial system through a set of laws that had to be followed very closely and meticulously commanding that those who disobeyed to be cut off. 
In the wilderness of Sinai, God ordered His people to construct the Tabernacle, which symbolized the joint relationship between Him and man. Through the tabernacle, God lived among His people, appeared to them and talked to them. “And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.”
 Bit by bit, God is restoring man to his original status when he used to live with God in the Garden of Eden before Adam’s fall. But, why was God’s dwelling with His people not possible during the era of the patriarchs though he loved them dearly and often made Him known by mentioning their names
?

Before the paschal lamb, the symbol of redemption, it was not possible for God to have a holy place among His people. It was necessary for the lamb to be slain and the reconciliation to come to pass, even symbolically, before God’s dwelling could be possible. It was needed that the paschal lamb to be slain and the exodus to be accomplished through its blood, and the people to be freed from the bondage of slavery. In a like manner the New Testament Church was instituted after the redemption the Lord was completed – our new Passover- having been slain on the cross
.

With the Law, the children of Israel came to know the communal worship; “An altar of earth you shall make for me and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I record my name I will come to you, and I will bless you.”
 No longer was the offering an individual commission; building an altar whenever and wherever and offering when it felt like doing so. Rather it was one altar that was shared by all the worshippers and the offerings were brought to the priest to be accepted. God formed an assembly for Him and was delighted to dwell among its members forming a relationship that would ultimately be realized fully in the New Testament.
Along with the animal sacrifices, there were other offerings that accompanied the worship in the church of the OT like incense, agricultural products and baked bread, the showbread, that had to be offered and present in the inner court at all times. The Tabernacle and later the temple were the central situate of Israel’s worship, as all of the people came to worship and to offer their sacrifices in only one place. God wanted to teach man that there is only one altar upon which the accepted sacrifices were to be offered, and to point out that through only one place forgiveness
 could be granted. He wanted to teach Israel that all her children are equally sinners and in need for the shedding of blood. They are in need for the cross on which to hang their sins, so that they may be purified through Christ’s blood and can receive the true redemption.
 
It was God’s intention to show His people that through the house of God, the temple, man might receive forgiveness and without it he was doomed. This is clear from Jesus’ allusion to Himself as being that temple as he challenged them that He will raise a temple not made by hands in three days
. Thus, all the sacrifices and the offerings, along with the temple’s Holy of Holies were a symbol and a reference to the only one sacrifice of our Lord Jesus who gave Himself up for the sake of Adam and all of his descendants, so that they may truly be able to live with God again
. 

In summary, from Adam to the Tabernacle, God journeyed with man through three stages of how to worship Him. First, he taught Adam that there is no forgiveness without blood shedding. Next, He taught Abraham that when coming to worship Him, he had to offer the dearest and the most beloved to his soul. Last, He gave Moses written instructions of various rituals to practice and the types of offerings to offer and set up a system that if one violated he would be cut from being part of God’s people. The law and the  rituals were intended to explain what the Lord had taught Adam and Abraham and through them, the people of Israel would learn that God will send his only begotten son to save them “…having obtained eternal redemption
”.
When God saw that it was time’s fulfillment, He came and physically dwelt among His people, through incarnation, dealing with him face to face. He submitted Himself under time performing what man failed to do. He set Himself an example and asked man to follow on His footsteps: “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls”
  He fasted, overcame temptation and taught man how to pray, to fast, to give alms, to offer the sacrifice, to repent, …. and above all how to worship
. Finally, before His departure, in the flesh, from this world He renewed His covenants with man, but this time with His own body and blood. 

There is an infinite material that could be said about how God renewed man and allowed him to experience not only His presence, but also His existence within him. However, the focus here is on the worship that God taught man through the ages, which the lack thereof man is separated from Him. So, the following sections discuss how God founded His new Church and how His new covenant became the focal point of her worship.
The New Testament Church:

With His blood, God founded the NT church, that has become the extension to the OT church with all of its symbols and its rituals fulfilled in only one offering; the Eucharist. Lord Jesus gave Himself up for the church, His beloved bride, on the cross and commanded her to recall His redemption and gave her the grace of being united with Him through His own body and blood
. 

The Last Supper was the beginning of a new covenant between man and God, which He spoke of  to man through Jeremiah the prophet: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah
“. In it, He gave Himself out to man to eat His body and drink His blood. The old covenant of the animal sacrifices, along with all of its various offerings, was replaced the moment He commanded His disciples "Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
" and "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. These do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  
As a result, every time the believers come together to worship, to recall the Lord’s redemption and to ask for His forgiveness, they no longer offer animal sacrifices, but instead, through His grace, offer Christ Himself. And accordingly, whenever the church gathers, the Lord Himself with His body and Blood are present in the midst of the worshippers as He was among the disciples during the Last Supper. This awesome gathering came to be known as the Holy Divine Liturgy. As Israel came to offer her sacrifices according to what God taught her through the law and Moses, so the church offers the Lord’s body and blood in the same way the Lord commanded His disciples.
The Divine Liturgy or the Eucharist, is the strength and the life of the New Testament church and, through it, she unites with her bridegroom and lives with Him forever
. During the liturgy, either the Church ascends to her heavenly bridegroom, or the earth becomes heaven for the heavenly bridegroom comes with His angelic ranks to embrace His beloved bride. Moreover, through the Eucharist, the Lord reveals Himself to the believers and strengthens their faith as He did with the disciples of Emmaus.
  
The word “Liturgy”:

Before continuing, let’s examine the word “liturgy” and how it is used today. The word is composed of two Greek words:

· Laoc meaning “people”
· Argia meaning “work”
St. Paul used this word, liturgy, in his epistle to the Hebrews
 to mean “ministry of the altar or “ministry of the priest”. 
The Church used this word since the apostolic era to refer to the worship that the Church has canonically instituted, and to the offerings which all her members offer or that which is offered on heir behalf. But by time, the word “liturgy came to refer only to the Eucharist in spite of the presence of other liturgies like the liturgy of Baptism, the liturgy of Matrimony,
  So as not to cause confusion, the following sections use the words “liturgy” and “Eucharist”  interchangeably.
Biblical Basis:

It will take numerous books to reflect on the Holy Divine Liturgy, how the Lord chose it to be the centerpiece of worship for man, how it fulfilled the OT worship by comparing its details with that of the Tabernacle, and how it evolved through history, by studying the different liturgies that exist in the traditional churches and comparing them. Though these kind of studies have been made, our aim here is to shed the light on the worship the Lord taught His church, the Eucharist, and to explain its profound meanings, so that the worshipper enjoys his or her presence with the true Bridegroom. In doing so we change the Biblical basis of the Eucharist and how the early fathers understood it from the Bible. Here are some symbols with references and commentaries
:

· Offering of Melchizedek

Psalm 110:4 refers to Christ and His priesthood is as that of the order of Melchizedek, so is His offering is a symbol of Melchizedek’s offering.

· Manna

In John 6:49-58, Jesus Himself taught that His body is necessary for eternal life and related it to the food God sent the people of Israel in the wilderness. 
· The Passover lamb
Discussed in the introduction, and used by St Hipolitus of the 3rd century to refer to the Eucharist; “You will eat in a house, where there is one assembly, one place and one church in which the holy body of Christ is eaten”

· The cup and table in Psalm 23:5  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem reflects on the meaning of the table as the holy altar where the Eucharist is served and the cup as that which the Lord took during the Last Supper and commanded His disciples to drink from it.
· Song of Solomon:
The Fathers reflected on this book as the wedding of Christ and His church. This wedding is repeated every time the believer partakes of the holy Eucharist.
· Wisdom’s Banquet
:
The Holy Spirit revealed through Solomon a symbol of the Lord’s sacrifice when he writes: “Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn out her seven pillars; She has slaughtered her meat, She has mixed her wine, She has also furnished her table.”
One last word before delving into the discussion of the ministry of the Liturgy is that the Christian worship, as God intended, revolves around the Eucharist just as the OT worship revolved around the animal sacrifices. However, before participating in the body and the blood of our Lord, the partaker must finish other sacraments, which are also part of the Christian worship; baptism, confirmation and repentance and confession. 
In addition to the Eucharist, which is a communal worship, there are individual offerings that a believer can offer to God as a personal relationship with Him. These offerings include: 
· Prayer, “Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.”
, 
· Fasting, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service”
.
· Witnessing, “…I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”

These kinds of offerings are according to the teachings of our Lord, through which, He urges us to have an individual relationship with Him
.
The remainder of this article will discuss the ministry of the Divine Liturgy in the Coptic Orthodox Church as it is practiced through the Devine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
. 
The liturgy of St. Basil is divided into three main sections
:

1. The Lamb Offering

2. The Liturgy of the Word

3. Anaphora or the liturgy of the believers.

The Lamb Offering:
1. Preparation:
Before the lamb offering, the serving priest (the one who will preside over the liturgy) approaches the altar in all fear and respect feeling that he is approaching the throne of God and starts by praying the prayer of preparation
. This preparation step is of utmost importance before proceeding with the rest of the liturgy. In the past, after celebrating the Passover, the Eucharist of the New Testament, it was necessary for the children of Israel to keep eating unleavened bread
 for seven days and to keep leaven away from their houses as a sign of purity and holiness
 of their lives on earth, and hence the seven days. If this was the command in the Old Testament, how careful should the Christian believer be when the Lord Himself would be present on the altar? 
The fathers of the 4th and 5th centuries said that during the liturgy, the angels are present surrounding the priest and the altar and the church is full of the heavenly ranks to pay homage to the One on the altar. Preparation, therefore, should be the purity of heart, mind and soul well before the neatness of body that is also required.

While praying the preparation prayer, the priest arranges the altar with its outfits and vessels checking that everything is ready for the holy liturgy. After that, he and the deacons proceed to wear their pastoral garments.

2. Putting on the pastoral garments:
The priest crosses his tunic, as well as, those of the serving deacons on the example of the Holy Trinity. The tunics should be white and clean representing the servant’s purity. The priestly garments should also be adorned to be worthy of serving before the Lord who is sitting on the altar
. 
While putting on his tunic, the priest prays psalms 30 and 92 and then prays the prayers of he hours according to the day’s rite
.

3. Washing of hands:
Before choosing the lamb that will be the body of our Lord, the priest washes his hands with water while saying “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.”, “Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice” and “I will wash my hands in innocence; So I will go about Your altar, O Lord
”
St Clement of Alexandria comments: “It is natural to find in water the element of cleansing, a symbol of cleaning the sins” and St Cyril of Jerusalem says: ”The serving deacon presents water to the priests surrounding God’s s altar the water to wash their hands. This is done not because of bodily cleansing, but rather the washing of hands is a symbol of purification from every sin and unworthiness. As the hands represent the deeds, so is the washing of hands represents purity of our deeds.” Thus, the washing of hands does not only relates to the flesh, but the soul as well.

4. The Lamb:

It is the (Qurban) or procvora in Greek that will be prayed upon and, through the Holy Spirit, it and the wine become the holy body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. There are lot of meanings in the Qurban that teaches the worshippers deep meanings on the Lord’s sacrifice:
· Bread
The Lord teaches us that He is the head of the Church and so as bread gathers the grains, Christ gathers us in His body.

· Circular in shape:
A circle has no beginning nor ending, so the infinite and eternal nature of our Lord.
· Leavened bread:

i. The qurbana is baked using fine flour as Jesus is the lamb without blemish. It is also leavened for the leaven refers to the evil that Christ bore on the cross

ii. According to God’s commandment, leavened bread was used with the thanksgiving sacrifice
. Jesus also used leavened bread and gave thanks in the Last Supper and the Church follows on the Lord’s footsteps. Unlike other traditional churches, the Coptic Church never leaves any of the Eucharist, the body and blood, till the following day as all the jewels must be consumed on the same day. This agrees with God’s commandment regarding the thanksgiving offering of the OT.
 
· No Salt:

Salt preserves food and makes it good and the Lord is the goodness itself.

For more information on the Qurban, please consult Manarat Al Akdas, 3rd book chapter 29 page 66.
Choosing the Lamb - at the altar door facing West:
The priest crosses both the wine and the Qurban, using his cross, on the name of the Holy Trinity before selecting the lamb. This is a reference to Jesus’ acceptance of the cross of His own will. 

While the priest is selecting the Qurban that, through the Holy Spirit, will be changed to the body of Christ, the deacons and the rest of the congregation pray Kurie L/con (Lord have mercy) 41 times. Forty one times equals the thirty nine flogs that the lord undertook before the crucifixion, the pierce in His right side and the blow on His head.
After the lamb is chosen, the priest crosses it with the wine saying: “Offering of glory, offering of blessing, offering of Abraham, offering of Isaac, offering of Jacob, and offering of Melchizedek”.  Then he crosses the rest of the Qurban with the wine. So what does this mean? Crossing the lamb is a declaration that the wine changes, after sanctification, to the blood of Jesus that has the same body. In other words the lamb is for the wine and the wine is for the lamb, which is to the same person our Lord Jesus Christ. Then, the crossing of the other Qurban is a symbol that Jesus founded and sanctified the church (his brothers) by His own blood
.
5. Baptism of the Lamb:
After the lamb has been selected, the priest takes it to the altar and with water, he sluices it front and back then puts his right hand on it. This enacts the baptism, which Jesus received from John the Baptist. After this, he mentions secretly whomever he wishes (those who are sick, in need, traveling,).
Then the priest puts the lamb in a piece of white linen cloth, symbolizing, holiness and purity, like what the priests used to wear in the Old Testament. This is also agrees with what Daniel saw in his vision concerning the Lord of Hosts (Daniel 10:5). Also the cloth linen refer to the clothes St. Mary used in the manger and what Joseph of Arimathea used in wrapping the body of Jesus
.
Procession of the Lamb:

The priest then turns towards the West facing the assembly and holding the lamb on his forehead while saying “Glory and honor, honor and glory …
”.  He, then, goes around the altar and following him the altar deacons holding the wine and candles
. This is a representation of what Simon the Elder did in the temple by holding the baby Jesus on his hands and saying “Now, Lord, my eyes have seen your salvation.” 
While the priest and the deacons, are encircling the altar, the congregation chants “Alleluia this is the day the Lord has made”, “Alleluia the thought of man
” or “Alleluia I shall go in, unto the altar of God” as it fits the day and time of year.
This is a great masterpiece, the priest and deacons inside the altar as if in heaven and the congregation outside are chanting Alleluia in joy of the birth, baptism and consecration of the lamb. How can they not celebrate and they are watching before them the Holy of Holies opened and the Lord enthroned on the altar.
In the Old Testament, it was forbidden for anyone, even the high priest, to enter the Holy of Holies except on only one day, the Day of Atonement. But, in the New Testament Church, the Holy of Holies is always open after the Lord has opened it through His sacrifice on the cross
.

6. Thanksgiving Prayer
:
The priest prays the Thanksgiving prayer while filling the cup with the wine and water. This mix reminds us of the water that gushed out of our Lord’s side on the cross. In addition, the descending of wine inside the cup symbolizes the descending of Jesus to Hades, and putting the lamb in the paten symbolizes His burial. From this, it must be noted that there is an important ritual rule that the fathers have used in explaining the liturgy:

Since Lord Jesus is the slain lamb for our redemption ever since the foundation of the world, and then His birth is the beginning of the path to cross. Therefore, lot of things in the liturgy has double meanings referring to His birth, as well as, His passion and burial
. An example would be the linen cloths that symbolize both the ones St. Mary used in His birth and the ones used in His burial. Also, the paten symbolizes the manger and the sepulcher.

After the priest finishes the Thanksgiving prayer, he “buries” both the lamb and the wine using a big linen cloth called the prospherine indicating the great rock on His tomb, and above it another small cloth on the shape of a triangle referring to the seal on the tomb. All those inside the altar, including the serving priest, come out to enact that all had abandoned Jesus during His passion and His burial. 

This is just a glimpse on the Lamb offering rite and the deep meanings in it. There are many others that are not mentioned regarding the hymns chanted during the different times of the year (Great Lent, Holy Thursday, Adam days, Watos day, etc). The hymns are an essential tool used during the Church’s worship because they communicate the occasion and the rites to the worshippers. As an example, the hymn of Cwyic am/n (Saved. Amen) has a tune that is of a burial tune and is chanted while the priest is covering the bread and wine with the prospherine. The tune and the meaning communicate to the worshipper the occasion of Christ’s burial, and that helps the worshipper relive the event and reflect on how much the Lord has suffered for our salvation. Consequently, the hymns are the mold that contains the Church’s rite in words and music and they are used extensively in the Church’s worship as it was the case in the temple
. 
The Liturgy of the Word:

1. Incense Offering
Begins by offering incense; the priest puts five hands of incense in the censor referring to those who offered acceptable incense before the Lord and an angel appeared to them and gave them revelations:
1. Abel the righteous




2. Noah the just
3. Melchizedek the priest

4. Aaron the high priest

5. Zachariah the priest

The priest offers incense during the readings of the Pauline epistles and the Acts as explained later. Regarding incense, the Church’s doctrine is that the censor is St. Mary, as the congregation chants in the hymns of Tesouri and Taisouri, and the coal with fire refer to the humanity united with divinity. 

Holding the censor, the priest goes around the church and the altar a total of seven circles. This reminds the worshippers of what happened to Jericho when the children of Israel circled the city holding the ark. The walls of the city tumbled down without any war, and in a like manner the Church destroys the evil strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-4)
During the Liturgy of the Word, there are five readings that are read. Those are a chapter of the Pauline epistles, the Catholic Epistles, the Acts, the story of the saint of the day (Cenexar) and the gospel. While the deacon is reading, the priest offers the incense as explained earlier and prays secretly numerous prayers found in the Liturgy Book (Qoulagion)
It is important to note that the rite of the incense offering in the Coptic Church and the other Orthodox Churches has great importance to the degree that it must be completed before any liturgy can be prayed. This rite is called rising of the incense and it is done twice; one in the evening and one in the morning. This agrees with the commandments the Lord gave Moses in Exodus 30:7-8. God stressed the importance of the incense offering that He ordered a separate altar for it in the Tabernacle. It is beyond the scope of this article to compare the little details of the incense offerings in the Old Testament with the rites in the Coptic Church. However, there is a reference attached for more material titles Incense in the Coptic Church..

2. The Trigasion Praise(Agios Agios Agios)
Before reading the Gospel and after reading the saints stories, the Triagasion Praise is chanted to indicate to the worshippers that they are in fellowship with the heavenly choir
 singing and praising the Lord of Hosts.
It is interesting to note that this praise is quite unique. The first part of each section (Holy God Holy mighty Holy immortal) is angelic. It is what the Cherubim, the Seraphim and the four living creatures say before the throne of the Lord of Hosts directed to the three hypostasis. The rest of each section is earthly and is directed to the Son (who was born for us, who were crucified, who rose from the dead). How deep this hymn is as we experience a glimpse of the heavenly worship?
Now one may ask that the Bible only mentions the words Holy, so from where does the Church gets the other words? To answer this question, one must refer to the tradition that is intertwined in the prayers of our beloved Church. It’s been said that while Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were burying our Lord they were greatly saddened and baffled by how could the one who raised Lazarus from the dead dies and the one who did all hose miracles cease to exist. Then Nicodemus addressed Jesus’ body saying:” Where is your strength O Lord?” Immediately, Jesus looked at him and then both heard the angels sing: “Holy God, Holy Mighty, and Holy Immortal.” Then, Nicodemus and Joseph finished it by saying “Who was crucified for our sake have mercy on us”

3. The Gospel reading:
The priest prays the litany of the gospel, then goes inside the altar, puts one hand of incense and circles around the altar declaring the spread of the gospel to the end of the earth. The congregation sing Alleluia rejoicing and praising God for allowing them to hear His message. And during the gospel reading, the priest prays secretly the Gospel prayer. 
4. The three great litanies:
After the gospel reading, the priest prays the great litanies of peace, the fathers and the congregations. These prayers are offered as a communal worship since the three ranks of worshippers, the priest, the deacons and the congregation share in these prayers and thereby realizing the priestly ministry that is to the Jesus body.
 
After these prayers, the congregation declares its faith by reciting the Christian canon “We believe in one God ….”, after which the reconciliation prayer begins.
5. Reconciliation Prayer:

It is dedicated to remind the worshippers to the reconciliation that God has done through the Cross. There are several reconciliation prayers, written by the holy fathers, used in the Coptic Church. They all have one theme in common:

· Reconciliation between God and man

· Union between the heavenly and the earthly

· Reconciliation between man, his soul and his body (both being under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.)
· Reconciliation between all the worshippers.

To be worthy of the body and the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord, the worshipper must not have any hate toward any body and must be in pace with God and himself.
Anafora:

This part of the Liturgy is the holiest as during its prayer, the Holy Spirit descends on the offerings and change them to the body and the blood of Our Lord. He also sanctifies the worshippers and prepares them to receive the holy sacraments. The anaphora begins with the congregation singing the hymn “Through the intercession of the Theotokos ……. a mercy of peace a sacrifice of praise”. Inside the altar, the priest lifts the prospharine off the sacraments declaring the Lord’s resurrection and reconciliation with His people.  
During the first section the priest blesses the congregation by saying “The Lord is with you”. This is exactly what the word “Emmanuel” means; the name the Lord chose to Himself. By announcing the Lord is with the worshippers, the priest is asserting that through the Eucharist God is with us
. Then he asks the worshippers, to lift up their hearts and minds from worrying about earthly matters and to focus on the Lord. 
After that, the priest begins a narrative of man’s fall, original sin, and his disobedience to God’s commandments and through His love, he sent His only beloved Son to save us. 

During this narrative, the priest does lot of moves that explain the salvation story and through them the act of His redemption becomes more vivid to the congregation. Here, an explanation of two moves:

· When the priest says “He was incarnate and became man …”, he puts incense in the censor. As explained earlier, the censor refers to St. Mary, the incense grains to the human nature of Christ and the burning coal to His Divine nature. Putting the incense this way illustrates the unity of Divinity with Humanity. 
· When the priest is ready to bless the Sacraments as Jesus did during the Last Supper, he takes the smoke of the incense with his hands, from the censor, and transfers it to the lamb and wine. The smoke refers to the prayers
 of the congregation that he collected, including their confessions, their beseeching and entreating - when he encircled the church during the Pauline and the Acts readings. By doing so, the priest puts all the of the congregation requests on the lamb, exactly as the priest of the Old Testament did by putting his hands on the sin offering
. The Church does this rite to help  her children appreciate the fact that their sins are transferred to the lamb who is slain in their place.

The priest then sanctifies the bread and wine and calls the Holy Spirit to descend and change them to the Lord’s body and blood. The priest, deacons and the whole assembly fall on the knees pleading with the Lord to sanctify them and make them worthy to partake of His sacraments.

The Church then prays the seven short litanies, for the peace of the world, the Church clergy, her safety, the plantation, the air, the waters of the rivers and the oblations. By the end of the litanies, the Church would have prayed for everybody and for everything.

Then, the priest commemorates the saints and asks them to pray fro us before God’s throne. Praying for the departed was not possible before Christ’s sacrifice. But now that the Lord united both the heavenly and the earthly, there is only one Church, His Body, and her members pray for each other. After that, the Church prays the fraction in preparation for the communion. 

During the communion, the congregation praises the Lord for His immense grace by singing psalm 150.

Oh, how beautiful the Church’s worship and her rites are for she nurtures her children to use their senses in glorifying and praising God. All the entries to the body are blessed and are busy with worshipping God:

· The nose is occupied with the sweetness smell of incense 
· The eyes are busy looking at the rites being performed

· The ears are listening to the Church musical hymns and prayers

· The tongue tastes the sweetness of the Lord during communion

· The body touches the gospel, the cross and icons 
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� For full discussions of these symbols, please refer to Worship in our Church according by the late Bishop Youannes  p.104 - 122


� St Caprianos


� Proverbs 9:1-5. For more discussion, refer to Christ in Eucharist by Fr. Tadros Malaty.


� Psalm 141:2


� Romans 12:1


� Philippians 2:17


� Matthew 6:4, 6:6, 6:18


� There are several liturgies in the traditional churches. The ones used in the Coptic Church are according to:


St. Basil the Great


St. Gregory the Great


St. Cyril (St. Mark put the liturgy and St. Cyril compiled it)


� The article here does not cover the rites from the Biblical angle and assumes the reader has no problem with the rites being a concrete cornerstone in the Orthodox worship. For more information on the Biblical and theological basis of the rites, please refer  to:


Comparative Theology by Pope Shenouda the 3rd


Worship in our Church by late Bishop Youannes


Relationship between rite and dogma by Bishop Rafael


Spirituality of the Liturgy by Bishop Matteos


� Please refer to the supportive materials section


� Leviticus 22:5-9


� Matthew 16:6, 16:11,12, Mark 8:15,  Luke 12:1


� Zachariah 3:1-5 


� For more information, refer to Coptic rites of the Tut year by Bishop Matteos.


� Psalms 51 and 26


� Ephesians 5:23


� Leviticus 7:13


� Leviticus 7:15


� Worship in our Church by late Bishop Youannes  p.130


� Matthew 27:59


� Refer to the Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great according to the Coptic Church


� The nations have seen the light through Christ’s blood.


� All the Alleluia hymns are part of psalms 117, 75 and 42 respectively.


� Hebrews 9:12


� It is important to note that the Coptic Church begins all of its prayers using the Thanksgiving prayer, even the prayer on a departed person.





� Manarat Al Akdas, 2nd book the 11th chapter p. 86 


� Matthew 27:66 and Worship in our Church by late Bishop Youannes  p.133


� 1 Chronicles 9, 15 2 Chronicle:5


� Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8


� Manara Al Akdas 2nd book, chapter 13, page 94


� Christ in the Eucharist by Fr. Tadros Malaty p.115


� Worship in our Church by late Bishop Youannes  p.142


� Revelations 8:4  


� Leviticus 4:15
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