Liturgy of St. Cyril
This Liturgy was first used (orally) in Alexandria by St. Mark and was recorded in writing by St. Cyril I, the 24th Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt.  This is the Liturgy known as St. Cyril's Liturgy and from which the other two liturgies (St. Basil & St. Gregory) are derived.

This Liturgy is one of the oldest liturgies known to the Christian world. Tradition indicates that St. Mark based his liturgy on the teachings of Jesus, taught to the Apostles between the Resurrection and the Ascension.

It preserves the specific order and rite of the Last Supper as what Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted on Covenant Thursday, and also matches what is written in the Gospels.

St. Cyril embellished the original liturgy composed by St. Mark by adding the deacon’s altar replies, the Litany of the Patriarch, and putting it on paper. Thus, even though today it is called St. Cyril’s Liturgy, it can be traced back to St. Mark – the same St. Mark who wrote the Gospel.

In the 12th century, it was decided that this liturgy would be prayed during the Great Lent (before Easter) and the month of Kiahk (before Christmas). Even though in fact any liturgy can be prayed at any time, it is possible that the church reserved St. Cyril’s liturgy for these two occasions because of its mournful, repenting tunes.

Today it is generally only prayed on special occasions.
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The Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria has kept the apostolic and patristic spirit of the liturgies throughout the centuries. A person can experience the richness of the liturgy by attending the service and understanding its special meanings.

The word "Liturgy" refers to the Christian remembrance and celebration of Jesus Christ's sacrifice of His Body and Blood.  “Liturgy” comes from Greek and means service.  It is used as a title for the service of the Holy Communion.  
During the liturgy the congregation meets God, speaks to Him, and meditates on His love.  They become united with Him and the whole church through the Holy Communion.  

Also known as the service of the Eucharist, the Liturgy is central to any Christian order of worship.  

The Eucharist is a journey for the whole Church - clergy and lay people alike - towards heaven; it is a unique, enjoyable, joyful, holy and yet fearful journey. 

In this journey, the Holy Spirit carries us to the throne of Grace, where we find the open arms of the Father waiting for us - His children. We meet the Lamb, in Whom we abide and Who abides in us, giving to us His Body and Blood so that we may share His holy characteristics.

Ritually, all liturgies including the liturgies used in the Coptic Orthodox Church follow the same order as set and taught to us by the Lord Jesus Christ: 

"And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, 'Take, eat; this is My body.' Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 'Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins'" (Matt. 26:26-28).
At the present time there are three Liturgies used in the Coptic Orthodox Church:

1. The Liturgy according to St Basil, bishop of Caesarea;
2. The Liturgy according to St Gregory of Nazianzus, bishop of Constantinople;
3. The Liturgy according to St Cyril I, the 24th Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church.
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His Holiness Pope Shenouda III
Liturgy of St. Basil

The Liturgy of St. Basil is the one most commonly used in the Coptic Orthodox Church.  It is also widely used in other Orthodox Churches around the world. 

The Basilian Liturgy was established at the end of the 4th century, and drew heavily on the Liturgy of St. Mark the Evangelist.

This Liturgy is addressed to God the Father.

Liturgy of St. Gregory

The Divine Liturgy according to St. Gregory of Nazianzus (St. Gregory the Theologian), bishop of Constantinople is dedicated to the Person of our Divine Redeemer, for He dwells particularly on his Incarnation, Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension. 

Our priests and bishops usually pray this Divine Liturgy in the great feasts of the church especially the Nativity (Christmas), Epiphany and Resurrection (Easter) feasts. 

St. Gregory’s writings and homilies including his Divine Liturgy are poetries characterized by great theologian sense and deep meditations in the great love of the Second Person of the Holy Trinity for His Incarnation and His Suffering and Crucifixion. Throughout the Divine Liturgy St. Gregory portrays the history of salvation since the first sin that was committed by Adam and Eve in the Paradise of Eden and the wisdom of the Godly plan to save the human race through this history.
