Liturgy of the Eucharist
Sometimes called the “Liturgy of the Faithful,” this is the most beautiful part of the service for this is when Jesus reveals himself to us.

One important observation regarding a Coptic Liturgy is that the Congregation fully participates.  Just as a Congregation cannot celebrate a Liturgy without a priest, a priest cannot celebrate one without a participating Congregation.

One example of this is a dialogue that takes place at the beginning of the “Liturgy of the Eucharist” between the priest and the Congregation.  The priest declares that the Congregation is in the presence of God and the Congregation answers that the Lord is with him also.  
Thus all the celebrants of the Eucharist pray for each other to have the blessing of being in the presence of the Lord. They are also reminding each other that the Lord is in the midst of the Church, and the Church is uplifted, spiritually, to the throne of God. 

This portion of the St. Basil Liturgy grows through prayers, continues as the Congregation is surrounded by angels in Heaven and concludes with partaking of Communion.
St. Mary & St. Antonious

Coptic Orthodox Church

Oak Creek, WI 

Phone: 262-xxx-xxxx

Website: www.wiscopts.net


Saint Mary &

Saint Antonious

Coptic

Orthodox Church

[image: image1.png]



St. Basil Liturgy

The Liturgy of St. Basil is the one most commonly used in the Coptic Orthodox Church.  It was established at the end of the 4th century.

The Divine Liturgy for the Christian is the meeting place of Heaven and Earth. The earthly gifts of bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Through the Divine Liturgy, the Life of Christ is extended into the everyday lives of His children.

During the Divine Liturgy the people stand in reverence and join in common prayer. Common prayer is an important part of the Liturgy.  It cultivates Christian sentiments of love, faith & hope.

Many people today divide the liturgy into 3 parts:

1. Vespers / Matins.  This takes place the evening before and the morning of the liturgy.  This is a time when believers come together for praise and thanksgiving.

2. Liturgy of the Word.  Here is when the Church teaches the believers about the Word of God.
3. Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Now is the time of reconciliation, absolution and partaking of Communion.
This division is based on the story of the two disciples of Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-35). 

The two disciples were walking together, meditating on the events of the crucifixion and burial of the Lord. Suddenly, the Lord appears and walks with them, for indeed “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:20). This corresponds to Vespers/Matins when the people of God as​semble to become the Church, the body of Christ.
After He joins the disciples, the Lord explains the Scriptures to them. This corresponds to the “Liturgy of the Word,” which consists mainly of scrip​tural readings and commentary (sermon). During this part, the Lord reveals himself to us through scripture. 

Then the Lord took bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them. This corresponds to the Liturgy of the Eucharist when the Lord reveals himself to us in the bread and wine, which becomes the body and blood of our Lord. 

Although the two disciples recognized the Lord only in the breaking of the bread, they recalled how their hearts were inflamed in them when the Lord spoke to them. In a similar manner, we can say that the “Liturgy of the Word” in​flames our heart and prepares us for the “breaking of the bread” (Communion).
Vespers / Matins

Vespers begins the evening before taking Communion and is the beginning of the Liturgy.  Matins takes place in the morning prior to the Liturgy of the Word.

These services are similar.  It is a time of coming together before the Lord.  It is as if each time the believer shares in the Vespers and Matins, the individual declares that in the midst of difficulties and troubles he always finds, through the mercy of the Holy Trinity, the doors of heaven open, realizing that he has joined the heavenly powers as a righteous soldier of Jesus Christ. 

Liturgy of the Word

Immediately following Matins is the "Liturgy of the Word," called this because it focuses on the word of God.  This is also called the “Liturgy of the Catechumens,” as the term Catechumens refers to a person learning about Christianity prior to admission into the Church as a believer.

Every Sunday, weekday and feast has its own readings. These readings have been selected to form a spiritual curriculum and are found in special books called "Katameros".  As the Bible is the greatest source of Christian teaching, the Coptic Orthodox Church reads many chapters from it during each Divine Liturgy: 

· The Pauline Epistle (quoted from the Epistles (Letters) of St. Paul),
· The Catholic Epistle (quoted from St. Peter, St. James, St. John or St. Jude Epistles (Letters)), 
· The Praxis (quoted from the Book of Acts), 
· The Psalm (quoted from the book of Psalms) and 
· The Gospel (quoted from one of the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke or John).
