The reading (singing) of the Bible. The reading of the Holy Bible is so that God Himself might speak to His people and that everyone may be blessed with the gospel of salvation. It is not read but is sung for it is a song of God's love to His Church; both the clergy and people experience continual rejoicing in Him.
The sermon.  The Church is like a mother in that she offers spiritual nourishment to her children for their spiritual growth. In the sermon, the bishop or priest is addressing himself first before others. As St. Ambrose says, everyone except God alone needs teaching while he teaches.

The Litany for the Congregation. Here the priest asks God to bless His people with His presence amongst them.

The Absolution. In this heavenly atmosphere, everyone, priest together with the people, feel the need for the forgiveness of sins. For this reason the priest asks God to grant him and everyone present the forgiveness of sins, so that everyone leaves the service having shed all their problems and sins at the feet of the Savior. They leave as if on wings to practice a heavenly life during their sojourn on earth.
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St. Basil Liturgy 

Part One 

Vespers & Matins

The praise of Vespers and Matins consist of prayers, thanksgiving, supplications, readings, honoring of the saints, and intercessions on behalf of every human soul with the spirit of repentance.  It is the church's entry to the Eucharist.

Praise is the beginning and the final goal of the Eucharist service. It is the beginning and the end of the road, “because our way is the Lord Christ, the Beginning and the End; He is our continual Feast and the source to our joy and unceasing praise. Daily praise prepares the soul to receive the King and for our unity with Him, and it ignites the soul with the spirit of joy and rejoicing. It is as if praise prepares us for enjoyment of the Eucharist, and the Eucharist propels us towards unceasing daily praise.”
Vespers begins the evening before taking Communion and is the beginning of the Liturgy.  Matins takes place in the morning prior to the “Liturgy of the Word” and taking Communion.

These services are similar.  They begin with the Thanksgiving Prayer and continue with praises to St. Mary and other saints.  They can be described as:
Worship in an opened heaven, after having been blessed with a new thankful nature.  It is worship to open mankind's heart with love, and prayers for all mankind.  It is worship to be hidden in the joyful Word of God, and feel the need for continual learning.  It is worship to shed every sin at the feet of the Savior, so that man can ascend like a light cloud towards heaven! Fr. Tadros Malaty

If we look at the practice of Vespers and Matins, we see a beautiful picture or a living icon of heavenly life in the midst of the worldly reality in which we live. There is no separation between the heavenly experience where the Spirit of God elevates us to the divine throne to worship with the heavenly beings, and the feeling of an obligation towards every human soul and to ask for the needs of the whole world.

These seven prayers and praises reveal the rite of Vespers and Matins.  

1. The opening of the altar curtain = enjoyment of a heavenly experience.

2. The prayer of Thanksgiving = enjoyment of a thankful nature.

3. The prayer of "God, have mercy upon us" = intercession on behalf of everyone.

4. The reading (singing) of the Bible = immersion into God's Word.

5. The sermon = the continual need for learning.

6. The Litany for the Congregation = the presence of God amongst His people.

7. The Absolution = the need for the forgiveness of sins.

The opening of the altar curtain. The purpose of this is for us to become acquainted with heaven.  The bishop or the priest opens the altar curtain, asking everyone to enter to heaven and dwell in it. 

The word “altar” in Coptic comes from the word for "heaven." 

The prayer of Thanksgiving. We begin with this prayer, because God does not accept our prayers as sweet smelling incense unless they come from a thankful heart. An ungrateful heart stands as a barrier, but thankfulness makes the soul like incense that no one can prevent from reaching God's throne. 

The prayer of "God, have mercy upon us". During this prayer the bishop or priest takes a cross and three lighted candles, stands in humility, and raises his hands and prays, 

“God have mercy upon us, Settle Your mercy upon us.  Have compassion upon us.  Hear us.  Bless us.  Guard us.  And help us.  Take away Your anger from us, Visit us with Your salvation, and forgive us our sins.

While this is prayed the congregation responds by saying “Lord have mercy.”

That is how the whole church seeks refuge in the crucified Christ, who enlightens the world, and asks for the mercy, blessing and forgiveness of sins.

