The Evangelism Dream in the Coptic Orthodox Church,
Its history, current reality & hope

The Christian Coptic Orthodox Church was a church of evangelism in the first few centuries; in a short time its evangelization extended to Europe to as far north as Switzerland and to as west as Ireland.  In Africa, it extended west to what is known today as Tunisia, and to south to Ethiopia.  Its Catechetical School of Alexandria was a great catalyst that attracted students from all over the world where they not only converted to Christianity but also to get prepared for martyrdom.  The monasteries of Egypt were other great centers of what is called passive evangelism, evangelism that preaches by giving life as an example of virtue and joy.

However, this situation did not last for long.  Sooner, the church found itself facing genocide from the Arab invasion in the seventh century.  The Muslims when they invaded Egypt and every other country, which included all Middle East and parts of Asia and North Africa, they announced three choices before the people of these countries; pay heavy special taxes, could not be afforded except by rich people, or convert to Islam, or be martyred.  This resulted in imposing Islam on people by the power of the sword, and not by conviction or choice.   

Christianity disappeared from all North Africa, the Arabia, and many other countries in Asia.  Egypt, by the grace of God, His promise in Isaiah 19 to continue to be blessed, and by the blessing of the holy family, continued to have Christians.  However, they were under tremendous social pressure and persecution that over the years lead to many tears by the church on her children who left to Islam.   Therefore, the church lived in a defense position all these centuries, putting all her efforts to keep her children in the faith under immeasurable persecution, humiliation, and social pressure.  The Islam considers Christians Evangelism to Muslims as a capital crime and its punishment could lead to death of both the evangelizer and the converter (and sometimes you wonder about all Muslims talk about Islam as a tolerated religion of others, which we never seen in the entire history of Islam, except when Muslims are minority and weak).       

