
The Gospel Writers

In this paper, we shall discuss the personalities of the writers of the first five books of the New Testament and how relevant their life stories are to any believer or servant seeking a deep relationship with the Lord. For, as we shall see, these writers gave everything they had, even their lives, as a sweet aroma to the Lord. “For [they] are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one [they] are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.” (2 Corinthians 2:16, 17)
Each of these writers had a unique personality and unique characteristics, which the Lord used to reach and to communicate with all sorts of people. In a way, He is setting them as examples of how the Word transforms and renovates the soul no matter in what condition or in what state it is. For the Lord uses whatever man offers to Him, in sincerity and in total obedience to His will, to bring him closer to Himself and to restore him back to his original royal grade. 

As we shall see, each writer had different experiences, however with the heart being the Lord’s throne, they were able to present Christ to each one of us in a way we can understand and feel according to the wisdom He granted to each of one us. 

Saint Matthew

Before Meeting Jesus:
St Matthew used to live in the city of Capernaum on the shore of the Sea of Galilee where he had a toll booth
 for collecting taxes on goods coming ashore. Those who were employed in this vocation were called “publicans” or “tax collectors” and were hated by the Jews and considered to be sinners
; friends of the Roman empire and enemies of  the Jewish nation. This was so because the Roman empire delegated the tax collection to the people of the province according to a bidding system that resulted in excessive taxes
. Accordingly, Matthew was hated vehemently by the Jews as a result of his work.
Personality before Meeting Jesus:
From his occupation we can say, with high probability that St Matthew was:

· Highly educated in the financial matters and in the affairs of business.
· Had many friends and social contacts among the publicans and men of the higher society and those in the palace.
· Skilled in reading, writing, arithmetic, making accounts and apportioning value to various articles that were brought before him for valuation (He might have valuated the catches of the disciples when they were still fishermen).
· Affluent and had at least two places; one where he conducted his business, a tax collector’s abode, and another in the city of Capernaum itself where he held a banquet for Jesus and many of his friends.   

· Hardheaded as he did not care of being called a sinner by the religious leaders (i.e. the Pharisees).
· Not religious or did not care much about religious affairs as he worked for the Roman empire, which was against all the customs and the beliefs of the Jews during that time. 
St Matthew’s Encounter with Lord Jesus:
His encounter with our Lord is narrated in the three synoptic gospels as follows:

· Gospel of St Matthew (9:9-13)

· Gospel of St Mark (2:13-17)

· Gospel of St Luke (5:27-32)

From these narratives we notice few important points:
· On Jesus’ command “Follow Me” and with no hesitation or flinching, St Matthew left his place of work and followed Jesus immediately. 

· All the evangelists used the verb ἀναστὰς “rise” (root ἀναστής that is used also by Lord Jesus when speaking about His own rising
 from the dead.
· At his house, St Matthew held a great feast and invited both Jesus, His disciples and his friends the tax collectors.

· The Pharisees stood outside St Mathews’ house criticizing Jesus for entering such a house.

· In his gospel, St Matthew refers to himself by his well known name “Matthew”, where the other two evangelists used his less known name “Levi”
.

These are significant observations, which need us to stop at and reflect on. What we have done so far is that we drew a picture of St. Matthew’s life before meeting Christ and another for his life right after his call. For it is necessary to illustrate the differences between the two lives, the old and the new, and then draw lessons from these differences for our edification, which is the topic of the next section titled “St. Matthew’s Transformation”.   
St. Matthew’s Transformation 
	Before 
	After

	Was ingrained in collecting money and his whole life, at the seashore before the blessed encounter, was centered around devising up ways to collect more; for the more he would collect, the more his assets would grow.
	Counted everything as rubbish that he might gain Christ
. 

Contrast St Matthew with the rich man who, upon Jesus’ word to give up his money, went away sorrowful (Matt 19:22)


	Had connections in high places
	Was connected to the Most High.

	Indifferent to those who called him a “sinner” and unsympathetic to those from who he collected taxes.
	The graceless soul became full of grace. Whence? by obedience
.



	Had company with sinners and other tax collectors like himself.
	Had Jesus and His disciples as his companions since the moment he was called. 

	Religion and spiritual matters did not bother him much.
	Spirituality became his life and evangelism became his new vocation.

	Had luxurious living in Capernaum
	Followed Jesus who had nowhere to lay His head. (Matt 8:20)


From the above, St Matthew offers great lessons to the believers in general and to the servants in particular, and following are examples of such lessons:

· No Wavering:

St Matthew did not waste any time thinking of the voice he heard; was Jesus’ invitation really for him? Or did it suit his life situation? After all he was rich, had connections in the higher society and now is called to follow “someone” who did not even have a dwelling place
. However, at Jesus’ utterance: “Follow Me”, St Matthew left all his possessions, friends, kinsmen, …etc to acquire the True Pearl and remembered the psalmist “Today, if you will hear His voice: "Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, as in the day of trial in the wilderness,” (Psalm 95:7,8).In the same way, all believers are called to leave the world and its desires, which stifle the soul and harden the heart against following her Master.
· Genuineness and Steadfastness:

Thousands upon thousands, and till today, follow Jesus but have not risen from their daily concerns to finish the course. Some may fall by the wayside loosing focus, others may be choked by the riches of the world and others may follow for their own glory and their own honor. St Matthew, however, left everything behind and did not even take a penny and followed the Master all the way till his martyrdom. This was so, because he tasted how sweet the Lord compared to what he left behind.

Every servant should ask himself/herself with regards to the commitment and seriousness with which he/she follows the Lord. Lot of servants complain of the difficulties they face, both in the world and in service,  and many quit because of the narrowness of Christ’s road. This is because they forget who is it they are following and focus instead on their own abilities and talents. Others do not complete the course because they have not immersed themselves in God’s love. So, the important thing for servants is to make sure they free themselves from everything and here His voice “Follow Me”.
· Obedience:
St Matthew did not listen to the religious authorities of his time, possibly for their hypocrisy, but listened to Jesus for he felt His sincerity and purity. Today, the choice is resounding clear of Who to obey and if we are truly His sheep, there should be no question of loyalty “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:28)
· Rising up:
As soon as he heard the command: “Follow Me”, St Matthew rose. How many times have we heard this story and how many Resurrection feasts have passed by us? Have we risen yet and followed Him? As believers and servants we need to answer this question with honesty, so that we can determine who is it really we are following; whether it’s the Master or our own desire and will. 
Let’s rise up with Matthew and leave the old man behind and lift up our hearts towards heaven and seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God
. 

Next we will look at St Mark the evangelist and the beholder of God

Saint Mark
What We Know of St Mark
:

Unlike St Matthew, St Mark’s encounter with Jesus and his call to the discipleship is not mentioned specifically in any of the four of the Gospels nor in any of the other books of the New Testament. However, through both, studying what was said about him in the New Testament, and what we have received through Tradition, it is very easy to form an idea about the upbringing of this great apostle and what effect did it have on his life and his ministry.

From the New Testament:

· Barnabas, one of the seventy two apostles, was either St Mark’s uncle or cousin
.

· Served with St Paul and Barnabas
  

· Served with St Peter in Judea and Jerusalem
.

From Tradition:   
Through Tradition, we know about St Mark that:
· He was born to a rich family of the Levite tribe
.
· He was well educated and knew Greek and Latin.

· His mother was one of the ladies named Mary who served Jesus.

· His father was the cousin of St Peter’s wife
.

· The servant who carried the water to the house where the Last Supper was held
.

· He was the young man who fled away naked during our Lord’s arrest
 

· His house served as a gathering place for Jesus and His disciples, and as the first church in history where the Holy Spirit descended on the Pentecost day.
· He was one of the seventy two apostles Jesus sent out
. 
· He founded the Church of Alexandria, one of the first Holy Sees of Christianity on par with Jerusalem and Antioch.

· He wrote the first Gospel, which bears his name.

· He was a universal preacher as he preached in the whole world known during his time (Africa, Asia and Europe)

Unlike St Matthew, St Mark, along with his family, was close to our Lord since his youth and was raised in a good environment that played a vital role in shaping his ministry later on. As a young man, he accompanied two of the greatest apostles, namely St Peter and St Paul, and from them he was rooted in evangelism. As mentioned, he traveled through many regions serving and ministering to others, and finally, he came to Egypt where he founded the Church of Alexandria. It is worth stopping here to note the following:

· Alexandrians were highly educated and entrenched in the Hellenistic philosophies.

· Many Jews lived in Alexandria
 to the extent they had two quarters for themselves and there was a synagogue in every quarter of the city. 
· The Egyptians were religious and devout to their gods

All of that did not stop St Mark from coming to Egypt, alone by himself, to preach and evangelize to the Egyptians. He was bold  and was not afraid to confront Judaism, Hellenism and Egyptian mysticism, to the extent that the Alexandrians felt his threat and killed him. He, however, through his ministry and the Church he founded
, Alexandria became a minaret for Christ since the dawn of Christianity. 
As Christians first, and Copts second, we are in debt to St Mark with regards to our faith, and we can claim proudly that we grew in a good Christian environment receiving our faith in a Church founded on the blood of one of the Gospel writers. Following are some lessons we can learn from St Mark: 
· Teaching and Defending the Faith:
The apostles wandered the world teaching the Word and defending the faith against foreign teachings. We are proud that our Church has kept the sound faith it received from St Mark and that was not without a price. For St Mark himself, and thousands others after him gave up their lives to preserve for us this precious faith unblemished. The question we need ponder is how are we compared to them? How does this good environment play out when we are faced with strange ideologies like Humanism, Feminism, Individualism, .. etc? How strong our faith and our understanding
 of our Bible to withstand in the face such strange teachings? It is important, especially for servants, to be aware of such teachings and be able to capture people’s minds to Christ’s account. Servants should be able to teach, explain, and defend the faith against any foreign teachings.
· Evangelism

For those believers that immigrated to other lands and mingled with their peoples, they should keep St Mark and his ministry in mind. He alone, through the grace of God, was able to convert a whole country. The question we all should answer, how many people feel and see Christ in us, and as a result have come back to Him? We are all called to evangelize and it should be our mission to fish others for the sake of Christ, be that through conduct
, preaching, service….etc. according to the grace God has allowed to each one of us. “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them” (Romans 12:6)
· Humbleness

St Mark was one of the seventy two apostles that the Lord called to himself and sent out. Yet, he served under St Peter and later under both St Paul and St Barnabas. He did not claim that he had authority from Jesus Himself and went his way. On the contrary, he toiled many years, over 20 years, serving under someone who received Christ after him and was not among the original disciples Jesus called. This shows self denial, obedience, and above all discipleship. How many servants fall into the trap of leadership and loose the spirit of humbleness and submissiveness and in the process loose those whom they serve. We ought to keep St Paul’s saying in our minds: “… all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10). For through divisions and contentions, the grace of God flees and in its place the devil embeds himself and devours both the servants and the flock.
If St Mark would have one thing to request of us, as servants first and believers second, it would be discipleship and humbleness and with St Paul, his teacher, would exhort us saying: “fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteems others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God”
 
Saint Luke

What We Know of St Luke:
There is little known about how St Luke came to know Christ but here is what we know:
· A gentile
 from Antioch
· A detailed researcher for the truth

· Physician by trade

· One of the seventy two disciples
 called by our Lord
· Accompanied St Paul on his missionary trips
· Was an iconographer for St Mary

· Was martyred at an old age for preaching the gospel
.

So, what can we learn from St Luke? Here are some points in answering this question:

· St Luke’s search for the truth and the preservation of the Tradition he received
· St Luke’s care to deliver Christ as a deliverer to all peoples of all nations and of every tongue
.

St Luke offers us a great example of how one can protect the faith. There were many available stories about Jesus and His ministry, but were all of them accurate? No. Out of his zeal to preserve the Truth, St Luke wrote his gospel
. Not only did he write what he knew, but also went to those who were faithful and who were trusted sources like St Mary
 the mother of God. He used his talent as a researcher and sought out the details from the eyewitness and produced the longest gospel with the most narratives and teachings of our Lord. By so doing, he offered perfect understanding of the faith
 to himself, Theophilus, and to all of us.
In the same way, servants, more than believers, have the responsibility of discerning true teachings from false ones. Because in so doing, they preserve the holy faith and the holy Tradition they are entrusted. Consequently, the Church stays strong in the face of all the heresies and the foreign teachings the devil tries to implant in the believers’ minds. 

Another lesson we can benefit from St Luke would be how his evangelism work confirmed the faith of others, as well as, presented Christ to all nationalities. St Luke’s main aim of writing his gospel was to convince and ascertain the faith he was delivered, and to confirm it to his friend Theophilus who was a gentile. In the process, he confirmed Christ’s gospel to all who would read it and drew many others to it. Indeed, since he wrote his gospel to a gentile, he presented the Lord as a friend to anyone who would accept His friendship. 
We too, should present Jesus not only to a particular ethnic group, but to everybody. We should remember that as Copts, we are gentiles ourselves and are called to draw others to Christ. As we accepted the faith and tasted how sweet the Lord is, let us share Him with everyone. 
In addition, we should be faithful towards God with respect to the talents he left in our care. If St Luke wrote more than 27% of the New Testament
 to affirm the faith of one person, and writing during his time was not an easy task at all
, we are called to at least commit to the service(s) we are entrusted by the Lord through the Church. 
Lessons from St Luke are numerous, but in this paper we chose to cover only the above and leave the rest for the reader’s own contemplation and personal study. The goal here is only to shed enough light, so that the beginning of the road for this beautiful journey is identified and that the reader may have enough provisions to start. 
We shall turn next to our last writer of the four authors of the first five books of the New Testament.

St John 
What We Know of St John
:
According to Tradition, his mother Salome was St Mary the Theotokos’ sister, which makes St John was the cousin of our Lord and also was a relative of St. John the Baptist. He followed our Lord Jesus immediately upon hearing his former teacher, John the Baptist, crying out “Behold the Lamb of God”. (John1:35–37). It looks like he followed Jesus to Galilee (John 2:2, 11), but returned back to his fishing business, for Jesus had not started his ministry as of yet. It was later when Jesus called him among another three fishermen that John fully committed to the Gospel’s ministry
. Following are additional points about St John.
From the Gospels:

· One of the twelve disciples

· The name “John” means Jehovah is compassionate
· St John, and his brother James, had a vehement violent temper that our Lord called them “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17)
· The only one who leaned on Jesus’ breast

· Accompanied Jesus through His trial, sufferings and attended the crucifixion
.

From Tradition:
· The Church calls him John the Beloved or John the Theologian (Divine).
· Was tortured for his faith on the hands of Domitian the emperor.

· Did not cease to remind his flock to love one another.

Like St Matthew, St John is an example of how a profound affect does the grace of God have on a person once the will is surrendered to God. This is evident from the personality change, St John underwent since his discipleship  to the Lord. The Lord called him “the son of thunder” for his explosive personality, which was demonstrated when he was enraged at the Samaritans for their refusal to accept Jesus
. Moreover, this personality showed itself when he tried to stop a man driving out demons in Jesus’ name
. St John thought that only him and the other disciples were the privileged ones.
One may wonder how that could be. The same person who wrote: “… we should love one another
”, “He who does not love his brother abides in death
”…etc. could utter: “"Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?". Well, it is the grace of God at work. 
The Lord touched St John’s heart through all the compassionate works he saw Jesus perform, and He dissolved
 its stiffness washing away all sorts of impurities hidden and turning it into a pure heart able and worthy of seeing God
. 
We should also not fail to mention that after feeling and experiencing the Lord’s love that knows no limits, St John changed his outlook to the world and truly comprehended the meaning of his parents-given name “John”. No longer was he occupied by self-esteem nor nationalistic ambitions
, but rather with loving everyone following His Master’s footsteps. The goal of his ministry was to offer love, that is God
, to everybody no matter what the cost or the circumstances might be.
We too, do not have an excuse for not leaving behind our bad habits and our dire behaviors, which stand in the way between us and Christ, and between us and others. For, He Who had changed St John’s heart, is able to change in us whatever is necessary to make us a new lump
, but it is up to us to receive Him and allow Him to operate on us. Once we do, just like John, we shall be able to communicate Christ to others, love them not in word nor in tongue, but in deed and in truth
, and we will be able to sing with St John “love has been perfected among us
”  
St John also teaches us that following Jesus does not go in vain. He was the only disciple to follow Jesus till the end, while all the others forsook Him fleeing out of fear and despair. In return, he was the one to whom the Lord entrusted the care of His mother. What honor was it to care and provide for the person who is more honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious than the Seraphim? 
Servants should take St John as an example of love, commitment and dedication to the Lord who never ceased to care about his flock and reminding them of the love they ought to show to one another. And, as the Lord entrusted His mother to the care of John because of his loyalty, He will also entrust the Church, His bride, to those who are willing to consecrate their lives to Him and to those who do stop at nothing to bring the astray back to the bosom of their Master.
We will close our discussion about St John with a remarkable instance recorded by St Clement of Alexandria and Eusebius, which give us a glimpse of how this great saint cared for his flock and show his great love and concern for all under his trust. 
When St. John returned from Patmos to Ephesus, he made a visitation of the churches of Lesser Asia. There, he entrusted the care of a young man to the bishop saying: “In the presence of Christ, and before this congregation, I earnestly recommend this young man to your care." The bishop took the trust upon him and promised to discharge it with fidelity. The apostle repeated his injunction and went back to Ephesus. The young man was lodged in the bishop's house, instructed, kept to good discipline, and at length baptized and confirmed by him. When this was done, the bishop, as if the person had been now in a state of security, began to slacken the reins and be less watchful over him. This was quickly perceived by a company of idle, debauched wretches, who allured the youth into their society. By bad company he soon forgot the precepts of the Christian religion, and passing from one degree of wickedness to another, he at length stifled all remorse, put himself at the head of a band of robbers and, taking to the highway, became the most cruel and profligate of the whole band. Some time after, St. John was again called to the same city, and when he had settled other affairs, said to the bishop, "Restore to me the trust which Jesus Christ and I committed to you in presence of your church." The bishop was surprised, imagining he meant some trust of money. But the saint explained himself that he spoke of the young man, and the soul of his brother which he had entrusted to his care. Then the bishop with sighs and tears said, "Alas! he is dead." "What did he die of?" said our saint. The bishop replied, "He is dead to God, is turned robber, and instead of being in the church with us, he has seized on a mountain, where he lives with a company of wicked men like himself." The holy apostle having heard this, rent his garments and fetching a deep sigh said, with tears, "Oh, I what a guardian have I provided to watch over a brother's soul" Presently he called for a horse and guide, and rode away to the mountain where the robber and his gang kept their rendezvous; and being made prisoner by their sentinels, he did not offer to fly or beg his life, but cried out, "It is for this that I am come; lead me to your captain." They conducted the saint to him, who stood at first armed to receive him; but when he saw it was St. John, was seized with a mixture of shame and fear, and began to make off with precipitation and confusion. The apostle, forgetting his feebleness and old age, pursued him full speed, and cried out after him in these words: "Child, why do you thus fly from me, your father, unarmed and an old man? My son, have compassion on me. There is room for repentance; your salvation is not irrecoverable. I will answer for you to Jesus Christ. I am ready most willingly to lay down my life for you, as Jesus Christ laid down his for all men. I will pledge my soul for yours. Stay, believe me, I am sent by Christ." At these words the young man stood still, with his eyes fixed upon the ground; then throwing away his arms, he trembled and burst into tears. When the apostle came up, the penitent, bathed in tears, embraced his tender father, imploring forgiveness; but he hid his right hand, which had been sullied with many crimes. By his sighs and bitter compunction he endeavored to satisfy for his sins as much as he was able, and to find a second baptism in his tears, as our author St. Clement emphatically expresses it. The apostle, with wonderful condescension and affection, fell on his knees before him, kissed his right hand which the other endeavored in confusion to conceal, gave him fresh assurances of the divine pardon, and, earnestly praying for him, brought him back to the church.
Conclusion

This has been a very quick survey that would never satisfy the evangelists their due honor. There is an awful lot of lessons that could still be learned from these writers. Few words like “God is love” are simple on the surface, but would require a lifetime to perfect. Thanks be to God Who gave us His disciples as true living examples we can follow and learn from. For they not only revealed God to us in their writings, but revealed Him in their lives as well. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1)
THE CHOOSING OF THE SEVENTY HOLY APOSTLES
As recounted by Dorotheus, Bishop of Tyre, an ancient and pious man, who became a martyr in the reign of the emperors Licinius and Constantine.
This above-mentioned and exemplary man left us various writings in Greek and Latin, for he was proficient in both languages and possessed of great intelligence. After the death of Diocletian and Licinius, he returned home and ruled the church of Tyre until Julian the torturer came to power; for Julian did not kill Christians openly, but secretly through his princes. Dorotheus came once more to the city of Odessus polis, where he was seized by Julian’s princes and suffered many tortures in his very old age for confessing Christ, and died as a martyr at the age of one hundred and seventy. This saintly Dorotheus speaks of the seventy apostles and disciples of Christ, many of whom were bishops among different peoples, while others served as preachers, whom the divine Paul mentions in tile salutations in his epistles. Many years after the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he found all of them and recorded them, their names being as follows: 
1. JACOB , brother of the Lord, first bishop of Jerusalem, who was ordained by the Lord Himself, whose head was crushed by a whiffletree and he died. 

2. CLEOPAS was the second bishop of Jerusalem like Simeon, brother of the Lord; he saw the Lord after the resurrection, and died crucified by Emperor Dometian. 

3. THADDEUS , who carried the letter to Avgar in Edessa: he cured the latter of his illness. 

4. ANANIAS , who baptized the holy Apostle Paul, was bishop of Damascus. 

5. STEPHEN , the first martyr, died after being stoned by the Jews. 

6. PHILIP , one of the seven [deacons], who baptized Simon the sorcerer and Canalace’s eunuch, was bishop of Asian Tralia. 

7. PROCHORUS , also one of the seven, was bishop of Bithynian Nicomedia. 

8. NICANOR , one of the seven, died on the same day as Saint 

9. Stephen , together with two thousand believers in Christ. 

10. TIMON , one of the seven, was bishop of the island of Arabia, and died after being burned by the Hellenes. 

11. PARMENAS , also one of the seven, died in front of the apostles’ eyes while he was serving. 

12. NICOLAS , also one of the seven, was bishop of Samaria; but he deviated from the true faith together with Simon. 

13. BARNABAS , who served the Word together with Paul, and preached Christ in peace, was bishop of Milan. 

14. MARK the Evangelist was ordained bishop of Alexandria by the Apostle Peter. 

15. SILAS who preached the Gospel together with Paul, was bishop of Corinth. 

16. LUKE , who preached the Gospel all over the world together with Paul, was bishop of Salonika. Luke the Evangelist came from Syrian Antioch, and went to Macedonian Thebes as a doctor during the reign of Emperor Trajan. He first wrote the holy Gospel to a certain ruler Theophilus, who believed in Christ. Then, many years after the passion of our Lord, and the holy Apostle Peter having commanded him to narrate the acts of the holy apostles, Saint Luke narrated the acts of the holy apostles to the same TheophiIus, And having done this, he gave up his soul to God in peace; and thus he died in Thebes. His holy relics were translated from Thebes to the church of the Holy Apostles, and were layed under the altar table. 

17. SILVANUS , who preached the Gospel together with bishop of Salonika. 

18. CRISPUS , whom the apostle (Paul) mentions in his epistle to Timothy, was bishop of Galilean Chalcedon. 

19. EPENETUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle Romans, was bishop of Carthage. 

20. ANDRONICUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Pannonia. 

21. AMPLIAS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans. was bishop of Odissa. 

22. URBAN , whom the apostle mentions in the epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Macedonia. 

23. STACHYS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans; when Andrew the apostle, traversing the sea of Hellespont, reached Agricopolis, he ordained Stachys as bishop of Byzantium. 

24. APELLES , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Heraklion. 

25. PHYGELLUS was bishop of Ephesus; later he converted to Simon’s teaching. 

26. HERMOGENES was bishop of Thracian Megara. 

27. DEMAS , whom the apostle mentions in his second epistle to Timothy, opposed the teaching of God just as Phygellus and Hermogenes did; Demas loved this present world and in Salonika was a priest of the idols; he was one of whom the apostle John writes: they came from us, but were not one of us. APOLLOS, whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Smyrna before Saint Polycarpus. 

28. ARISTOBULUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Britannia. 

29. NARCISSUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Athens. 

30. HERODION , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Patfas. 

31. AGABUS , who is mentioned in the acts of the apostles, who received the gift of prophecy. 

32. RUFUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Thebes. 

33. ASYNCRITUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Hyrcania. 

34. PHLEGON , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Colossians, was bishop of Marathon. 

35. HERMAS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Dalmatia. 

36. PATROBAS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Pottole. 

37. HERMES , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Philipopolis. 

38. LINUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Rome after the holy apostle Peter. 

39. GAIUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Ephesus after the apostle Timotheus. 

40. PHILOGOGUS , whom the apostle [Paul] mentions, was ordained bishop of Sinope by Andrew the apostle. 

41. RODION , whom the apostle mentions, was beheaded by Nero in Rome, together with the holy apostle Peter. 

42. LUCIUS , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Syrian Laodicea. 

43. JASON , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Tarsis. 

44. SOSIPATER , whom the apostle mentions in his epistle to the Romans, was bishop of Iconium. 

45. TERTIUS , who wrote the epistle to the Romans, was the second bishop of Iconium. 

46. ERASTUS , whom the apostle mentions, was chamberlain of the church in Jerusalem; later he was bishop of Paneas. 

47. APOLLOS , whom the apostle mentions to the Corinthians, was bishop of Caesarea. 

48. CEPHAS was bishop of Iconium. 

49. SOSTHENES , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Colophon. 

50. TYCHICUS . whom the apostle mentions, was also bishop of Colophon. 

51. EPAPHRAS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Andriaca. 

52. CAESAR , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop in Dyrrhachium. 

53. MARK , the nephew of Barnabas, whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Apollonias. 

54. JESUS , called Justus, whom the apostle mentions in the Acts, was bishop of Eleutheropolis. 

55. ARTEMUS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Lystra. 

56. CLEMENT , whom the apostle mentions, saying: “and with Clement, and with my other fellowworkers,” was bishop of Sardice. 

57. ONESIPHORUS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Cyrene. 

58. TYCHICUS , whom the apostle mentions, was the first bishop of Bithynian Chalcedon. 

59. QUARTUS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Berytus. 

60. CARPUS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Thracian Berrhoe. 

61. EUODIUS was bishop of Antioch after Saint Peter. 

62. ARISTARCHUS , whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Syrian Apamea. 

63. MARK , called John, who is mentioned by Luke in the Acts, was bishop of Byblos. 

64. ZENAS the lawyer, whom the apostle mentions, was bishop of Giospolis. 

65. PHILEMON , to whom the apostle Paul wrote an epistle, was bishop of Gaza. 

66. Another ARISTARCHUS, 

67. PUDENS , 

68. TROPHIMUS : these three suffered together with the apostle Paul through all his persecutions; in the end they were beheaded in Rome by Emperor Nero. 

69. ONESIMUS died in Potiole at the hands of the Roman ruler Tertillus. 

All of these were bishops among the pagans. The saintly and most-blessed Dorotheus, while he was bishop of the church of Tyre, wrote about them and left his writings to the church, in order to commemorate the holy apostles, about whom even Paul wrote, saying: they were servants of God before us. May no one disbelieve it, for it is the truth. 
�“The publicans had houses, or booths built for them, at the foot of bridges, at the mouth of rivers, and by the sea shore, where they took toll of passengers that went to and fro: hence we read of bridges being made to take toll at, and of publicans being at the water side and of, "the tickets", or "seals of the publicans"; which, when a man had paid toll on one side of a river, were given him by the publican, to show to him that sat on the other side, that it might appear he had paid: in which were written two great letters, bigger than those in common use. Thus Matthew was sitting in a toll booth, near the seashore, to receive the toll of passengers that came, or went in ships or boats.” (John Gill’s Exposition)


� Matt 9:10,11, Matt 11:19, Mark 2:15,16, Luke 5:30, Luke 7:34, Luke 15:1 


� “From the time of the Republic the Roman State relieved itself of the trouble of collecting the taxes in the provinces by putting up the taxes of each in a lump sum to auction. The highest bidder received the authorization to extort the sum from the province in question. Such a system afforded ample opportunity for rapacious exactions on the part of the company and its officials, and the abuses were often intolerable”. (Catholic Encyclopedia)


� Luke 18:33, 24:7


� It was customary at that time to have two names one Greek an another Hebrew with the Greek as the more common. We have several examples like St Mark and his Jewish name John, Bersabbas and his Jewish name Joseph, Cephas or Peter  and his Jewish name Simon, Barnabas and his Jewish name Joses, … etc. The Greek name usually served as a nickname, while the Jewish was one of God’s attributes. 


� Philippians (3:8)


� It is interesting that Matthew was the only evangelist to recount this incident. Most probably because he had the same experience with money and richness and knew its danger on the soul.


� St John Chrysostom.


� Matt 8:20


� Col 3:1


� In this paper we are focusing on the ministry of St Mark and how he could be a model to us. Fore more information about St Mark, please refer to Beholder of God Mark the Evangelist by HH Pope Shenouda.


� Col 4:10


� Acts 12:25, 15:37, Col 4:10, 2 Tim4:11, Phil 1:24


� 2 Pet 5:13


� Beholder of God Mark the Evangelist by HH Pope Shenouda p.9


� Beholder of God Mark the Evangelist by HH Pope Shenouda p.10


� Mark 14:13


� Mark 14:51,52


� Luke 10


� Acts 2:10


� He ordained St Anianus to be the bishop of Alexandria in 62. He also ordained three priests Milius, Sabinus and Sardinus along with seven deacons. 


� Hosea 4:6


� Matt 5:16


� (Philippians 2:2-7)


� A gentile from Antioch Was not mentioned among those of circumcision in Col. 4:11.


� Luke 1:3


� Col 4:14


� It is important to note what is the status of St Luke in the Orthodox Church:


Tradition tells us that St Luke was one of the seventy-two disciples that our Lord Jesus called, and was one of the two disciples who were heading to Emmaus (Luke 24:13). 


Saint Dorotheus bishop of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyre_%28Lebanon%29" \o "Tyre (Lebanon)" �Tyre� (255-362) compiled a list of the seventy two apostles and included St Luke. Refer to the list, compiled by St Dorotheus, in the back.


Also, Saint Epiphanius of Salamis (310 – 403 AD) mentioned that St Luke was one of the seventy two apostles. 


The Coptic Orthodox Church includes St Luke as one of the seventy two in her Doxology for the apostles. She celebrates his feast on the 22nd of Babah.


The Eastern Churches celebrate the martyrdom of St Luke on October 18th and mentions him as an apostle in different hymns tones (Troparion and Kontakion).


However, new theologians understand (Luke 1:2) that Luke was not one of the eyewitness of the Lord and therefore could not be one of the seventy two. In addition, they also say that he was a gentile and not Jewish as he was not counted among those of circumcision in (Col 4:11,14). These two points are further strengthened by the fact that the Muratorian (a second century manuscript) mentions that St Luke never saw Jesus. 


This paper will maintain the Orthodox Tradition.


� The Coptic Church believes that St Luke painted an icon for St Mary and a copy is preserved in St Mary’s monastery “Deir al Moharraq”. The Greek Orthodox hold that he painted St Mary (Directress of Hodigitria), St Paul and St Peter, as well as, an icon of all the apostles together. For more information, visit (www.orthodoxwiki.org/Apostle_Luke#Life) (www.goarch.org/en/special/listen_learn_share/luke/learn/index.asp).  


� Tradition holds that St Luke was hung from a tree, in the city of Thebet in Boethia, at the age of 84.


� Refer to the introduction of “Gospel of St Luke” by Fr Tadros Malaty.


� Origen’s Homily 10:7


� The only evangelist to record the birth of St John the Baptist. 


� Luke 1:3


� According to the Greek New Testament, the total words of the NT is 13,8020. The Gospel of St Luke and the Book of Acts contain 37933.


� For comprehensive coverage of how writing of the Bible took place, refer to The Text of the New Testament by Bruce M. Metzger 2005 pp. 27-31


� There has been so many writings on St John the evangelist that would not be covered in this paper so as to stay with its goal set out in the opening section. Only the points that pertain to the subject, of the paper, would be covered and even those are just a sample. 


� (Matt 4:21-22),(Mk 1:16-20), and (Luke 5:10-11).


� John 13:25


� John 19:25-27


� Luke 9:54


� Luke 9:49


� 1 John 3:11


� 1 John 3:14


� 2 Samuel 7:10, Isaiah 13:7, Micah 1:4


� Matt 5:8


� Jews believed that the Messiah was only for the Jews


� 1 John 4:7, 4:8, 4:16


� 1 Corinthians 5:7


� 1 John 3:18


� 1 John 4:17
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